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Parties jockey for 
position after vote 


POR wins largest amount of seats, 


but Orange coalition has majority 


By Marco Levytsky 
Compiled with reports from RFE/RL and the 
Ukrainian journal 

Ukraine’s parties were still jockeying for 
position in a new government, as this issue 
went to press April 5. 

President Viktor Yushchenko’s party, Our 
Ukraine, has announced that it will not de- 
cide on a coalition partner before April 7. 

However, under the constitution, Yushchen- 
ko can dissolve parliament if it cannot form a 
majority 30 days after the first session, or if it 
fails to form a cabinet within 60 days after 
the dismissal or resignation of the previous 
cabinet. 

Former Prime Minister Viktor Yanuko- 
vych’s Party of Regions won the largest bloc 
in Parliament with 32.12 percent of the vote 
and 186 seats, leaving them short of a major- 
ity in the 450-seat legislature. 

Together, the three parties of the Orange 
coalition which backed President Viktor 
Yushchenko in the 2004 presidential won a 
majority of 243 seats — the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc taking 22.27 percent of the 
vote and 129 seats, Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine 
13.94 percent (81 seats), and the Socialist 
Party 5.67 percent (33 seats). 

The last party to pass the three percent mini- 
mum threshold was the Communist Party with 
3.66 percent of the vote and 21 seats. Elec- 
tion turnout was 67.7 percent. 

The results are not official and need to be 
reconfirmed after the Central Election Com- 
mittee (CEC) deals with election complaints. 

Several parties who failed to pass the three 
percent barrier have called for a recount, but 
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Yuliya Tymoshenko speaks at a March 30 
press conference in Kyiv. 


on April 4 the outgoing Verkhovna Rada re- 
jected their bid. 

These include the ultra-leftist pro-Moscow 
People’s Opposition Bloc of Natalia Vitrenko, 
which took 2.93 percent of the vote; outgo- 
ing parliamentary speaker Volodymr Lytvyn’s 
centrist bloc which took 2.43 percent and the 
pro- Yushchenko Ukrainian National Bloc of 
Kostenko and Pliushch and “Civil Political 
Bloc Pora-PRP” with 1.87 and 1.47 percent 
respectively. 

The chief stumbling block in the Orange 
coalition negotiations appears to be 
Tymoshenko’s demand to head the govern- 
ment as prime minister. Although she won the 
largest number of the Orange coalition’s seats, 
Yushchenko, who fired her as prime minister 
in an acrimonious split in September, appears 
reluctant to appoint her. 

Tymoshenko told the Moscow-based 
“Izvestiya” on April 3 that she is determined 
to fight for the post of prime minister and will 
not accept any other. 

“The post of parliamentary speaker does not 
interest me,” Tymoshenko said. 

She added that she will switch to the oppo- 
sition if the pro-presidential Our Ukraine 
agrees on a coalition with the Party of Re- 
gions. 

Earlier she had stated that any coalition with 
the POR was a “threat” to Ukraine: 

“Any unions or alliances by democratic 
forces with the Party of Regions are immoral 
and harmful to Ukraine,” Tymoshenko said. 
“Such unions are dishonest and are a threat 
not only to a parliamentary majority, not only 
to political forces, but to the very existence 
of an independent Ukraine.” 

Cont. on P. 2 
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Scratch-carved Easter Eggs 


While many people are familiar with the technique of “writing” Pysanky, or 
Ukrainian Easter Eggs, there is yet another technique, which involves scratching 
them. Scratching designs with a sharp pointed metal instrument onto the coloured 
surface of the egg dates back to ancient times. This is one of the oldest methods 
of decorating an egg. 

Plant designs are favoured for these eggs, called Drapanky. Scratch-carved 
eggs have a delicate and lace-like appearance. 

It is still the custom of the Ukrainian women to dye a hard boiled egg red in 
edible dyes, in honour of the blood which Christ shed on the cross a Calvary, and 
scratch the letters, “XB” into the surface of the egg — the initial letters of the 
words, “Xrystos 1 Voskres” meaning “Christ has Risen”. 

This red egg is taken to church Easter Sunday morning to receive the holy 
water blessing and later shared by the family at the beginning of the annual Eas- 
ter feast. Red continues to be the most popular colour in egg decorating. 

Pictured above are “Drapanky” scratched by Eva Tomiuk of Edmonton. See 
Page 24 of this issue for a story on Tomiuk. 
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That same day Socialist Party 
leader Oleksandr Moroz backed 
Tymoshenko by rejecting a plan for 
a coalition agreement that had been 
suggested by Prime Minister Yuriy 
Yekhanurov, parliamentary leader of 
Our Ukraine, and called for accel- 
eration of talks. 

But on April 4, Yanukovych stuck 
his own fly into the ointment. 

The Party of Regions head called 
on all other parties that won parlia- 
mentary representation in the elec- 
tions to immediately begin negotia- 
tions on the creation of a ruling coa- 
lition, Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

“We are ready to view and accept 
such principles for forming the coa- 
lition that focus not on the distribu- 
tion of portfolios but on how to se- 
cure economic growth and stability 
in the country,” Yanukovych said. 

“Stop dividing the country. The 
people have made their choice and 
please be good [enough] to take it 
into account. You cannot divide the 
parliamentary parties into demo- 
cratic and undemocratic. By doing 

- this you continue to increase the split 
in society.” 

Yanukovych was apparently re- 
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Yanukovych says he’s 
ready for a coalition 


PHOTO — VITALIY ICHNIANETS 
With up to 450 names on a parliamentary list and several local elections 
to boot, ballots could get pretty lengthy. 


ferring to the term “democratic coa- 
lition” that President Yushchenko 
and some other politicians have re- 
cently begun using in reference to a 
potential coalition of the Orange 
Revolution allies. 

He also said POR may accept a 
prime minister from Our Ukraine if 
the two parties form a coalition. To- 
gether they could control 267 seats. 

April 1, Yushchenko said in a ra- 
dio address to the nation that demo- 
cratic forces should sign a memo- 
randum on a governing coalition 
before starting to discuss the divi- 
sion of government portfolios, 
Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

“I want all forces that defended 
democracy in Kyiv’s Maydan [In- 
dependence Square in November- 
December 2004] to form a coali- 
tion,” Yushchenko said. 

“T hope the political forces that will 
form this future alliance will be wise 
enough not to associate themselves 
with certain colors but work toward 
consolidating the country.” 

Many observers viewed the results 
as a major blow for Yushchenko. 

“Tt’s a tremendous humiliation for 
Yushchenko and his Our Ukraine 
party, which just over a year ago in 
the opinion polls held over 70 
percent...support, and that’s 
dwindled to under 20 [percent] so 
far,” said Askold Krushelnycky, who 
is the author of a book on the Or- 
ange Revolution and is in Kyiv to 
report on the elections for RFE/RL. 

“That’s disastrous for Our 
Ukraine, which even though it ex- 
pected the Party of Regions to gain 
the largest single share of the vote, 
thought that they would come in sec- 
ond and would be the dominant part- 
ner in any coalition with the [bloc 


of Yuliya] Tymoshenko,” he added. 

The election put pressure on 
Yushchenko to form an alliance to 
put the Orange Revolution back on 
track. Analysts, however, queried 
whether he could swallow his pride? 

“The biggest obstacle seems a 
personality clash,” Krushelnycky 
said. “Yushchenko and people very 
close to him have an intense per- 
sonal dislike of Tymoshenko. Also, 
they know that the price she will 
exact for any coalition is the removal 
from any possibility of holding pub- 
lic office of five or six people who 
have been the most prominent as- 
sociates of Yushchenko so far.” 

Tymoshenko has said only a 
united Orange front can check the 
resurgence of Yanukovych’s pro- 
Russian forces, and that an agree- 
ment has already been drawn up on 
a new alliance reuniting her bloc 
with Our Ukraine and the Socialists. 

Tymoshenko appeared ready to 
sign the deal as soon as the polls 
closed. But Yushchenko appeared 
less eager to proceed. On March 28 
he chose to meet first with 
Yanukovych before heading to 
scheduled talks with Tymoshenko 
and Moroz. Tymoshenko says 
Yushchenko has trouble coming to 
terms with the results. 

“There are no disagreements in 
principle, and the delay in signing 
the memorandum shows only that 
there are very deep discussions go- 
ing on with the Our Ukraine party, 
and I think that at the moment they 
are going over the unexpected re- 
sults of the election,” she said. “The 
Our Ukraine bloc needs time to 
come to terms with the outcome of 
the polls and to choose the direction 
it wants to move in.” 
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Voter registration in Kyiv. 
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Telegdi calls upon Solberg to 
enact citizenship recommendations 


(UkrNews)—A Liberal MP has called upon Citizen- 
ship and Immigration Minister Monte Solberg to enact 
the changes to the Citizenship Act that had been rec- 
ommended by the Standing Parliamentary Committee 
prior to the fall of the previous government. 

“As a result, the citizenship rights of six million natu- 
ralized Canadians continue to be unprotected by the 
Legal Sections of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. Minister, I call upon you correct this injus- 
tice and table legislation that will implement the rec- 
ommendations of the 10" Report of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Citizenship and Immigration. I urge you to 
deal with this important matter in a timely fashion,” 
wrote Telegdi, the former Chair of the committee, in a 
letter to Solberg dated March 14. 

Prior to the election, the Conservative Party indicated 
it would implement these recommendations, which re- 
ceived unanimous concurrence in the House of Commons. 

In response to a questionnaire issued by the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress the Conservative Party replied: 
“Conservative members of the CIC committee, includ- 
ing our Citizenship and Immigration critic, Diane 
Ablonezy, wholeheartedly supported this House of 
Commons report.” 

“Under the current Citizenship Act, citizenship can 
be revoked when a person obtained citizenship or per- 
manent residence by false representation or fraud or 
by knowingly concealing material circumstances,” said 
Telegdi. 

“Following a review in Federal Court — where a 
judge must simply agree that it is more likely than not 
that the person improperly obtained citizenship — the 
Federal Cabinet becomes responsible for making the 
revocation order. The Committee has recommended a 
fully judicial process. Members of all four parties on 
the Committee agreed that Cabinet should have no role 


whatsoever in revoking citizenship. Leaving the final 
decision on revocation to Cabinet fosters a perception 
of unfairness and allows for political interference. Re- 
vocation of citizenship must be a completely transpar- 
ent, judicial process that is in compliance with the Le- 
gal Rights Sections of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms,” he continued. 

Key recommendations in the report include: 

e The process for revoking citizenship should be ex- 
clusively a judicial process; 

"То revoke citizenship, false representation or fraud 
or knowingly concealing material circumstances should 
be proven beyond a reasonable doubt in a criminal 
court, the legal protections of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms — specifically section 7 to 14 — 
must apply, and there should be no special limits placed 
on the right to appeal; 

» Whether to revoke citizenship or impose another pun- 
ishment should be left to the discretion of the trial judge; 

» When following a finding of guilt a judge orders 
that a person’s citizenship is revoked, the judge should 
also be empowered to order that the person be deported 
if the false representation or fraud or knowing conceal- 
ment of material circumstances related to the person’s 
application for permanent residence in Canada; 

г Before deporting an individual, there must be a risk 
assessment to determine whether they will face torture. 
Where there are reasonable grounds to believe that tor- 
ture will occur, deportation should not be permitted 
under any circumstances. 

Solberg’s office was contacted by Ukrainian News 
for a response, but once again, did not respond to this 
newspaper’s request. 

Several previous requests to Solberg’s office for an 
interview were put off on the grounds that the minister 
was unavailable. 


UCC discusses redress with Oda 


(UCC)—March 22 representatives of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community met in Ottawa with the Bev Oda, 
Minister of Canadian Heritage, to discuss the newly 
elected federal government’s position on dealing with 
issues around Canada’s First National Internment Op- 
erations in 1914-1920. 

The Ukrainian Canadian delegation consisted of Ostap 
Skrypnyk, Executive Director of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, Andrew Hladyshevsky, QC President of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
and Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, Director of Research of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association. 

During the meeting, the Minister reconfirmed the in- 
tention of the government to honour the Agreement in 
Principle which the Ukrainian Canadian community 
signed in Regina with the Federal Government on Au- 


gust 24, 2005. 

This agreement calls for $2.5 million to be dedicated 
to commemorative and educational programs which 
will make it impossible for Canadians to remain un- 
aware of the unjust internment of Canadians of Ukrai- 
nian descent during the First World War. A further meet- 
ing with the Minister is planned to occur before the 
end of April 2006. 

Commenting on the meeting, UCC President Irene 
(Orysia) Sushko stated that: “It is indeed encouraging 
that the Government and Minister Oda have shown an 
understanding of the importance of this issue for our 
community. We look forward, along with our commu- 
nity-based partners, to implementing the commemora- 
tive and educational programs foreseen in the agree- 
ment for the benefit of all Canadians.” 


Banff internee plaque defaced 


(UkrNews)—The plaque along a 
Statue, commemorating Canada’s 
first national internment operations 
of 1914-1920, near the base of Castle 
Mountain, in Banff National Park, 
has been defaced with a four-letter 
vulgarity, reports the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Civil Liberties Association. 

In an April 4 press release, 
UCCLA says the defacement must 
have occurred at some point during 
the last few weeks, but was only 
confirmed by the organization as of 
April 3. 

“Why would anyone carve a vul- 
garity onto a memorial plaque?” 
queried Dr Lubomyr Luciuk, 
UCCLA’s the director of research. 

“Why are there those in our soci- 
ety who are so ignorant, so primi- 
tive, that they indulge in such anti- 
Ukrainian prejudices? This is a bla- 
tant example of Ukrainophobia and 
racism. We condemn the perpetra- 
tors and invite other communities to 
do likewise. We are also asking 
Parks Canada officials in Banff to 

immediately repair the plaque and 
increase patrols in the area to pre- 
vent any similar outrages in future.” 

The statue of an internee along 

with the trilingual bronze plaque, 

was unveiled by UCCLA in 1995. 
Entitled “Why?” the statue, 

sculpted by John Boxtel, was in- 


tended to remind passers-by and 
visitors to Banff of a “dark chapter” 
in the nation’s history, Canada’s first 
national internment operations of 
1914-1920. 

“Thousands of Ukrainians and 
other Europeans were needlessly 
imprisoned as “enemy aliens,’ not 
because of anything they had done 


but only because of who they were, 
where they came from. Internees 
were held near Castle Mountain and 
at Cave & Basin, both within the 
national park, and forced to do 
heavy labour for the profit of their 
gaolers, between 14 July 1915 and 
15 July 1917,” stated UCCLA in its 
release. 
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Склад майбутньої Верховної Ради 


Повний список 


(Українська правда) -За підсумками виборів 26 
березня до наступної Верховної Ради потрапило 
п'ять політичних сил: Партія регіонів, Блок Юлії 
Тимошенко, Блок "Наша Україна", Соцпартія та 
Компартія. 

Після оголошення результатів підрахунку 100% 
голосів, який Центрвиборчком завершив у четвер 
ввечері, "Українська правда" вирішила з'ясувати, хто 
тепер засідатиме у Верховній Раді. 

За допомогою простих арифметичних дій можна 
встановити, що Партія регіонів матиме у парламенті 
186 депутатських карток, Блок Тимошенко - 129, 
"Наша Україна" - 81, СПУ - 33, КПУ — 21. 

Ми наводимо список людей, які мають отримати 
коричневі шкіряні мандати з золотим тесненням. Але 
факт, що не всі вони будуть працювати депутатами 
- після створення коаліції частина піде працювати 
у виконавчу владу 1 звільнить свої місця колегам. Те 
ж саме стосується, наприклад, і Леоніда Черно- 
вецького, 29 номера у списку "Нашої України", який 
без п'яти хвилин є мером Києва. 

За списком "Нашої України" до парламенту прой- 
шли легендарні фігури - переможниця Євробачення 
Руслана і екс-олімпійський чемпіон з баскетболу 
Олександр Волков. Знайдеться місце у Верховній 
Раді 1 "любим друзям" Ющенка - Порошенку, Жванії, 
Мартиненку, Третьякову i брату президента Петру. 
Також вже відомо, що у новій Верховній Раді буде 
Ринат Ахметов з потужною армією своїх менедже- 
рів, соратників і просто друзів. Крім того, серед май- 
бутніх депутатів від Партії регіонів такі цікаві персо- 
нажі, як брати Клюєви, акордеоніст Ян Табачник, 
Сергій Ківалов, Святослав Піскун, Тетяна Засуха, 
Ганна Герман і Олена Лукаш. 

У Тимошенко ж, крім всім відомих Турчинова, 
Томенка i Шевченка, до парламенту пройшли екс- 
кучмісти-бізнесмени Хмельницький, Фельдман, 
Жеваго і Буряк, а також прес-секретар лідерки БЮТ 
Віталій Чепінога та політологи Видрін i Полохало. 
Соціалісти Мороза пройшли до парламенту майже 
тим самим складом, хіба що без Луценка, зате з 
кількома бізнесменами 1 директорами заводів. 

А Симоненко позбувся, мабуть, свого найяскраві- 
шого "бійця". Непоправною втратою для комуністів 
буде екс-депутат Бондарчук, який за минуле скли- 
кання встиг наламати найбільше мікрофонів i набит- 
иніс лідеру "Нашої України" Зате за списками КПУ 
до нового парламенту пройдуть аж троє друзів 
російського бізнесмена Костянтина Григоришина -- 
Алексєєв, Мармазов 1 Бабурин. 

Напевно, всередині майбутніх фракцій відбувати- 
муться ротації. Але принаймні перший день своєї 
роботи Верховна Рада має зустріти в такому складі 
"щасливчиків". 

Партія регіонів: 1. Янукович Віктор Федорович, 
2. Карпачова Ніна Іванівна, 3. Скудар Георгій Мар- 
кович, 4. Чорновіл Тарас В'ячеславович, 5. Богусла- 
єв Вячеслав Олександрович, 6. Богатирьова Раїса 
Василівна, 7. Ахметов Рінат Леонідович, 8. Тихонов 
Віктор Миколайович. 9. Звягільський Юхим Леоні- 
дович, 10. Колесніков Борис Вікторович, 11. Куш- 
нарьов Євгеній Петрович, 12. Азаров Микола Яно- 
вич, 13. Рибак Володимир Васильович, 14. Клюєв 
Андрій Петрович, 15. Хомутиннік Віталій Юрійо- 
вич, 16. Литвинов Леонід Федорович, 17. Янковсь- 
кий Микола Андрійович, 18. Ландик Валентин Івано- 
вич, 19. Єфремов Олександр Сергійович, 20. Табач- 
нік Яків Піневич, 21. Пригодський Антон Вікентійо- 
вич, 22. Джарти Василь Георгійович, 23. Стоян 
Олександр Миколайович, 24. Хара Василь Георгі- 
йович, 25. Турманов Віктор Іванович, 26. Лукаш 
Олена Леонідівна, 27. Ківалов Сергій Васильович, 
28. Дейч Борис Давидович, 29. Костусєв Олексій 
Олексійович, 30. Потапов Василь Іванович, 31. Бі- 
лий Олексій Петрович, 32. Савчук Олександр Воло- 
димирович, 33. Бахтеєва Тетяна Дмитрівна, 34. Ки- 
сельов Василь Олексійович, 35. Царьов Олег Анато- 
лійович, 36. Петров Борис Федорович, 37. Горбаль 
Василь Михайлович, 38. Шкіря Ігор Миколайович, 
39. Клімов Леонід Михайлович, 40. Круглов Микола 
Петрович, 41. Сафіуллін Равіль Сафович, 42. Близ- 
нюк Анатолій Михайлович, 43. Прасолов Ігор Ми- 
колайович, 44. Пеклушенко Олександр Миколайо- 
вич, 45. Прокопенко Віктор Євгенович. 46. Кири- 

ченко Людмила Федорівна, 47. Сулковський Павло 
Гнатович, 48. Макеєнко Володимир Володимирович. 
49. Тулуб Сергій Борисович, 50. Павленко Едуард 
Іванович, 51. Гуменюк Ігор Миколайович, 52. Коло- 
цей Юрій Олександрович, 53. Лєщинський Олексан- 
др Олегович, 54. Ландік Володимир Іванович, 55. 
Прутнік Едуард Анатолійович, 56. Джига Микола 
Васильович, 57. Момот Сергій Васильович, 58. Са- 
мойленко Юрій Павлович, 59. Вілкул Олександр 
Юрійович, 60/ Бевзенко Валерій Федорович, 61. 
Корж Павло Петрович, 62. Клюєв Сергій Петрович, 


63. Святаш Дмитро Володимирович, 64. Малишев 
Володимир Степанович, 65. Ларін Сергій Микола- 
йович, 66. Мальцев Володимир Олександрович, 67. 
Климець Павло Анатолійович, 68. Притика Дмитро 
Микитович, 69. Сухий Ярослав Михайлович, 70. 
Кий Сергій Вікторович, 71. Коржев Анатолій Леоні- 
дович, 72. Аркаллаєв Нуруліслам Гаджиевич, 73. 
Ярощук Володимир Іванович, 74. Воропаєв Юрій 
Миколайович, 75. Васильєв Олександр Андрійович, 
76. Добкін Михайло Маркович, 77. Вечерко Володи- 
мир Миколайович, 78. Вернидубов Іван Васильович, 
79. Гєллєр Євгеній Борисович, 80 Сівкович Володи- 
мир Леонідович, 81. Бондаренко Віктор Вікторович, 
82. Сандлер Дмитро Михайлович, 83. Селіваров Ан- 
дрій Борисович, 84. Мельник Станіслав Анатолі- 
йович, 85. Чертков Юрій Дмитрович, 86. Слаута Вік- 
тор Андрійович, 87. Орлов Андрій Вікторович, 88. 
Саламатін Дмитро Альбертович, 89. Дарда Олек- 
сандр Панасович, 90. Янукович Віктор Вікторович 
91. Лелюк Олексій Володимирович, 92. Козак Воло- 
димир Васильович, 93. Демянко Микола Іванович 
94. Смітюх Григорій Євдокимович, 95. Скубашев- 
ський Станіслав Валеріанович, 96. Піскун Свято- 
слав Михайлович, 97. Лисов Ігор Володимирович, 
98. Кукоба Анатолій Тихонович, 99. Присяжнюк 
Микола Володимирович, 100. Самофалов Геннадій 
Григорович, 101. Бондик Валерій Анатолійович, 102. 
Матвійчук Едуард Леонідович, 103. Тедеєв Ельбрус 
Сосланович, 104. Саратов Валерій Володимирович, 
105. Борт Віталій Петрович, 106. Герман Ганна Ми- 
колаївна, 107. Кальніченко Ігор Вікторович, 108. 
Лісін Микола Павлович, 109. Бурлаков Павло Мико- 
лайович, 110. Злочевський Микола Владиславович, 
111. Римарук Олександр Іванович, 112. Чечетов 
Михайло Васильович, 113. Плотніков Олексій Віта- 
лійович, 114. Бронніков Володимир Костянтинович, 
115. Комар Микола Степанович, 116. Корсаков 
Олексій Якович, 117. Засуха Тетяна Володимирівна 
118, Журавко Олексій Валерійович, 119. Ковальова 
Юлія Вікторівна, 120. Панасовський Олег Григоро- 
вич, 121. Демьохін Володимир Анатолійович, 122. 
Антемюк Анатолій Дмитрович, 123. Мірошниченко 
Юрій Романович, 124. Мироненко Михайло Івано- 
вич, 125. Бондаренко Олена Анатоліївна, 126, Анти- 
пенко Ірина Вікторівна, 127. Ілляшов Григорій Олек- 
сійович, 128. Пшонка Артем Вікторович, 129. Шен- 
цев Дмитро Олексійович, 130. Пехота Володимир 
Юлійович, 131. Ісаєв Леонід Олексійович, 132. Пи- 

сарчук Петро Іванович, 133. Лук'янов Владислав Ва- 
лентинович, 134. Наконечний Володимир Леонтіє- 
вич, 135. Лапін Євген Васильович, 136. Синиця Ар- 
тем Миколайович, 137. Фесенко Леонід Іванович, 
138. Зубанов Володимир Олександрович, 139. Ко- 
жара Леонід Олександрович, 140. Щербань Артем 
Володимирович, 141. Євтухов Василь Іванович, 142. 
Калетнік Григорій Миколайович, 143. Мельник Пет- 
ро Володимирович, 144. Черноморов Олександр 
Миколайович, 145. Козаков Ігор Володимирович, 
146. Маньковський Григорій Володимирович, 147. 
Цапюк Степан Кирилович, 148. Романюк Микола 
Прокопович, 149. Ледида Олександр Олександрович, 
150. Пачесюк Сергій Никонович, 151. Салигін 
Васілій Вікторовіч, 152. Бондар Володимир Олек- 
сійович, 153. Ядуха Василь Степанович, 154. Слобо- 
дянюк Володимир Йосипович, 155. Берташ Василь 
Михайлович, 156. Горбатюк Анатолій Олексійович, 
157. Радзієвський Олексій Васильович, 158. Личук 

Володимир Іванович, 159. Муц Орест Павлович, 160. 

Гусаров Сергій Миколайович, 161. Калашніков Олег 
Іванович, 162. Болдирєв Юрій Олександрович, 163. 

Петросов Валерій Альбертович, 164. Каракай Юрій 

Васильович, 165. Грицак Василь Миколайович, 166. 

Заблоцький Віталій Петрович, 167. Ковалевська 

Юлія Сергіївна, 168. Калюжний Віталій Анатолійо- 

вич, 169. Нетецька Олена Анатоліївна, 170. Кравцов 

Олександр Олегович, 171. Кондратьєва Тетяна Васи- 

лівна, 172. Корж Віктор Петрович, 173. Попеску 

Іван Васильович, 174. Зварич Ігор Теодорович, 175. 

Шелестов Олександр Миколайович, 176. Забарсь- 

кий Владислав Валерійович, 177. Матюха Валерія 

Валеріївна, 178. Біба Василь Тимофійович, 179. Ан- 

дрос Сергій Олександрович, 180. Колесніченко Ва- 

дим Васильович, 181. Чмир Юрій Павлович, 182. 

Смірнов Андрій Юрійович - реєстрацію скасовано, 

183. Козуб Олександр Андрійович, 184. Майборода 

Сергій Федотович, 185. Іванов Володимир Михай- 

лович, 186. Цюрко Петро Іванович, 187. Кальцев 

Сергій Федорович. 

Блок Юлії Тимошенко: 1. Тимошенко Юлія Воло- 
димирівна, 2. Турчинов Олександр Валентинович, 3. 
Томенко Микола Володимирович, 4. Онопенко Ва- 
силь Васильович, 5. Шевченко Андрій Віталійович, 
6. Лук'яненко Левко Григорович, 7. Омельченко Гри- 
горій Омелянович, 8. Курило Віталій Семенович, 9. 
Петрук Микола Миколайович, 10. Суслов Євгеній 
Іванович, 11. Білорус Олег Григорович, 12. Федорчук 
Ярослав Петрович, 13. Шкіль Андрій Васильович, 
14. Волинець Михайло Якович, 15. Семинога 
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Анатолій Іванович, 16. Терьохін 
Сергій Анатолійович, 17. Сас 
Сергій Володимирович, 18. Таран 
Віктор Васильович, 19. Зубов Ва- 
лентин Сергійович, 20. Кирильчук 
Євген Іванович, 21. Шевчук Сер- 
гій Володимирович, 22. Яворів- 
ський Володимир Олександрович, 
23. Чичков Валерій Михайлович, 
24. Левцун Володимир Іванович, 
25. Кожем'якін Андрій Анатолі- 
йович, 26. Ляшко Олег Валерійо- 
вич, 27. Губський Богдан Володи- 
мирович, 28. Кальченко Валерій 
Михайлович, 29. Мостіпан Уляна 
Миколаївна, 30. Олійник Воло- 
димир Миколайович, 31. Швець 
Віктор Дмитрович, 32. Антипов 
Олег Миколайович, 33. Воротнюк 
Ігор Борисович, 34. Корж Віталій 
Терентійович, 39. Шлемко Дмитро 
Васильович, 36. Курпіль Степан 
Володимирович, 37. Буряк Сергій 
Васильович, 38. Деревляний Ва- 
силь Тимофійович, 39. Сушкевич 
Валерій Михайлович, 40. Пет- 
ренко Вадим Михайлович, 41. Ва- 
садзе Tapien Шакрович, 42. Дані- 
лов Олексій Мячеславович, 43. 
Фельдман Олександр Борисович, 
44. Веревський Андрій Михай- 
лович, 45. Баграєв Микола Георгі- 
йович, 46. Немиря Григорій Ми- 
хайлович, 47. Сігал Євген Якович, 
48. Луцький Максим Георгійович, 
49, Забзалюк Роман Омелянович, 
50. Полохало Володимир Івано- 
вич, 51. Осика Сергій Григорович, 
52. Гасюк Петро Петрович, 53. 
Ковзель Микола Олегович, 54. 
Сідельник Іван Іванович, 55. 
Шепелев Олександр Олександро- 
вич, 56. Лук'янчук Руслан Вале- 
рійович, 57. Міщенко Сергій Гри- 
горович, 58. Логвиненко Олексій 
Степанович, 59. Зубець Михайло 
Васильович, 60. Хмельницький 
Василь Іванович, 61. Скибінець- 
kul Олександр Матвійович, 62. 
Жеваго Костянтин Валентинович, 
63. Вершиніна Інга Станіславівна, 
64. Зубик Володимир Володими- 
рович, 65. Куровський Іван Івано- 
вич, 66. Портнов Андрій Володи- 
мирович, 67. Кеменяш Олександр 
Михайлович, 68. Єдін Олександр 
Йосипович, 69. Буряк Олександр 
Васильович, 70. Кириленко Іван 
Григорович, 71. Крючков Дмитро 
Васильович, 72. Костенко Павло 
Іванович, 73. Лебедєв Павло Ba- 
лентинович, 74. Абдуллін Олек- 
сандр Рафкатович, 79. Писаренко 
Валерій Володимирович, 76. 
Макієнко Володимир Петрович, 
77. Крук Юрій Борисович, 78. 
Рибаков Ігор Олександрович, 79. 
Королевська Наталія Юріївна, 80. 
Толстенко Володимир Леонідович, 
81. Сенченко Андрій Віленович, 
82. Шишкіна Зоя Леонідівна, 83. 
Кравчук Петро Костянтинович, 84. 
Триндюк Юрій Григорович, 85. 
Гладій Михайло Васильович, 86. 
Олійник Святослав Васильович, 
87. Чепинога Віталій Михайло- 
вич, 88. Лабунська Анжеліка 
Вікторівна, 89. Бондаренко Олена 
Федорівна, 90. Ткаченко Володи- 
мир Володимирович, 91. Шаманов 
Валерій Вікторович, 92. Видрін 
Дмитро Гнатович, 93. Зозуля 
Руслан Петрович, 94. Шаго Євген 
Петрович, 95. Куренной Воло- 
димир Костянтинович, 96. Сербін 
Юрій Сергійович, 97. Борзих 
Олександр Іванович, 98. Буджерак 
Олександр Олександрович, 99. 
Сивульський Микола Іванович, 
100. Кузьменко Петро Павлович, 

101. Пашинський Сергій Воло- 
димирович, 102. Пєрєдерій В'яче- 
слав Григорович, 103. Надоша 
Олег Володимирович, 104. Ску- 

бенко Володимир Петрович, 105. 

Чудновський Віталій Олегович, 

106. Сінченко Сергій Григорович, 

107. Одарич Сергій Олегович - 


реєстрацію скасовано, 108. Глусь 
Степан Карлович, 109. Потімков 
Сергій Юрійович, 110. Радков- 
ський Олег Володимирович, 111. 
Бірюк Лев Васильович, 112. Ста- 
сів Любов Володимирівна, 113. 
Корнійчук Євген Володимирович, 
114. Лукашук Олег Григорович, 
115. Денісова Людмила Леонті- 
ївна, 116. Ковтуненко Олександр 
Володимирович, 117. Поліщук 
Сергій Володимирович, 118. 
Єресько Irop Геннадійович, 119. 
Вітенко Олена Андріївна, 121. Зі- 
мін Євген Ігорович, 122. Дончак 
Володимир Андрійович, 123. Кам- 
чатний Валерій Григорович, 124. 
Константинов Євген Семенович, 
125. Замковенко Микола Івано- 
вич, 126. Боднар Ольга Борисівна, 
127. Рябека Олександр Григорович, 
128 Одарченко Юрій Віталійович 
- знято з рреєстрації, 129. Жиден- 
ко Ігор Григорович 

"Наша Україна": 1. Єхануров 
Юрій Іванович, 2. Кінах Анатолій 
Кирилович, 3. Тарасюк Борис Іва- 
нович, 4. Герасим'юк Ольга Воло- 
димирівна, 5. Лижичко Руслана 
Степанівна, 6. Кириленко В'яче- 
слав Анатолійович, 7. Ляпіна Ксе- 
нія Михайлівна, 8. Катеринчук 
Микола Дмитрович, 9. Князевич 
Руслан Петрович, 10. Григорович 
Лілія Степанівна, 11. Стретович 
Володимир Миколайович, 12. Мат- 
вієнко Анатолій Сергійович, 13. 
Оніщук Микола Васильович, 14. 
Танюк Леонід (Лесь) Степанович, 
15. Беспалий Борис Якович, 16. 
Ключковський Юрій Богданович, 
17. Куйбіда Василь Степанович, 
18. Оробець Юрій Миколайович, 
19. Білозір Оксана Володимирівна, 
20. Майко Віталій Іванович, 21. 
Мартиненко Микола Володими- 
рович, 22. Павленко Юрій Олексі- 
йович, 23. Безсмертний Роман Пет- 
рович, 24. Коваль В'ячеслав Стані- 
славович, 25. Івченко Олексій Гри- 
горович, 26. Зварич Роман Михай- 
лович, 27. Прокопович Наталія Во- 
лодимирівна, 28. Довгий Станіслав 
Олексійович, 29. Черновецький Ле- 
онід Михайлович, 30. Гірник Євген 
Олексійович, 31. Удовенко Геннадій 
Иосипович, 32. Поляченко Володи- 
мир Аврумович, 33. Порошенко 
Петро Олексійович, 34. Шпиг 
Федір Іванович, 35. Левченко Кате- 
рина Борисівна, 36. Гуреєв Василь 
Миколайович, 37. Бондар Олексан- 
др Миколайович, 38. Марущенко 
Володимир Станіславович, 39. Ла- 
новий Володимир Тимофійович, 40. 
Ющенко Петро Андрійович, 41. 
Третьяков Олександр Юрійович, 
42. Полянчич Михайло Михайло- 
вич, 43. Головатий Сергій Петро- 
вич, 44. Волков Олександр Анато- 
лійович, 45. Джемілєв Мустафа, 
46. Мойсик Володимир Романович, 
47. Кучеренко Олексій Юрійович, 
48. В'язівський Володимир Михай- 
лович, 49. Жебрівський Павло Іва- 
нович, 50. Келестин Валерій Васи- 
льович, 51. Чорноволенко Олек- 
сандр Віленович, 52. Гнатенко Лев 
Миколайович, 53. Одайник Микола 
Миколайович, 54. Король Віктор 
Миколайович. 55. Артеменко Юрій 
Анатолійович, 56. Аржевітін Ста- 
ніслав Михайлович, 57. Борисов 
Валерій Дмитрович, 58. Горошке- 
вич Олександр Сергійович, 59. 
Кендзьор Ярослав Михайлович, 60. 
Заплатинський Володимир Михай- 
лович, 61. Омельченко Олександр 
Олександрович, 62. Яковина Мико- 
ла Михайлович, 63. Ружицький 
Антон Матвійович, 64 Довгий Та- 
рас Олексійович, 65. Зейналов Еду- 
ард Джангірович, 66. Федун Олек- 
сій Леонідович, 67. Гуменюк Олег 
Іванович, 68. Степанов Геннадій 
Сергійович - реєстрацію скасова- 
но, 69. Жванія Давид Важаєвич, 70. 
Лопушанський Андрій Ярославо- 


вич, 71. Кріль Ігор Іванович, 72. 
Чубаров Рефат Абдурахманович, 
73. Карпук Володимир Георгійо- 
вич. 74. Поживанов Михайло Олек- 
сандрович, 75. Сокирко Микола 
Васильович, 76. Богашева Наталія 
Владиславівна, 77. Тополов Віктор 
Семенович, 79. Шкрібляк Анатолій 
Васильович, 79. Круць Микола Фе- 
дорович, 80. Шкутяк Зіновій Васи- 
льович, 31. Давимука Степан Анто- 
нович, 82. Сташевський Станіслав 
Телісфорович. 

Соціалістична партія: 1. Мороз 
Олександр Олександрович, 2. Се- 
менюк Валентина Петрівна, 3. Ні- 
колаєнко Станіслав Миколайович, 
4. Сподаренко Іван Васильович, 5. 
Червонописький Сергій Васильо- 
вич, 6. Вінський Йосип Вікентійо- 
вич, 7. Бокий Іван Сидорович, 8. 
Бойко Володимир Семенович, 9. 
Деркач Андрій Леонідович, 10. Ма- 
линовський Олексій Петрович, 11. 
Бульба Степан Степанович, 12. 
Цушко Василь Петрович, 13. Кун- 
ченко Олексій Петрович, 14. Рудь- 
ковський Микола Миколайович, 15. 
Гончаров Михайло Олександрович, 
16. Гармаш Галина Федорівна, 17. 
Волга Василь Олександрович, 18. 
Мендусь Ярослав Петрович, 19. 
Бугаєць Анатолій Олександрович, 
20. Баранівський Олександр Пет- 
рович, 21. Бондарчук Іван Микола- 
йович, 22. Сільченко Василь Андрі- 
йович, 23. Садовий Микола Ілліч, 
24. Мордовець Леонід Михайлович, 
25. Матвієнков Сергій Анатолійо- 
вич, 26. Чукмасов Сергій Олексан- 
дрович, 27. Тарасов Володимир Во- 
лодимирович, 28. Шибко Віталій 
Якович, 29. Філіндаш Євген Васи- 
льович, 30. Поляков Василь Леоні- 
дович, 31. Кузьменко Сергій Леоні- 
дович, 32. Данілін Микола Олексі- 
йович, 33. Чмирь Сергій Михай- 
лович. 

Комуністична партія: 1. Симо- 
ненко Петро Миколайович, 2. Мар- 
тинюк Адам Іванович, 3. Герасимов 
Іван Олександрович, 4. Самойлик 
Катерина Семенівна, 5. Парубок 
Омелян Никонович, 6. Заклунна- 
Мироненко Валерія Гавриїлівна, 7. 
Голуб Олександр Володимирович, 
8. Матвєєв Валентин Григорович, 
9. Ткаченко Олександр Миколайо- 
вич, 10. Цибенко Петро Степанович, 
11. Кравченко Микола Васильович, 
12. Наливайко Анатолій Михайло- 
вич, 13. Кілінкаров Спірідон Пав- 
лович, 14. Алексєєв Ігор Вікторо- 
вич, 15. Борщевський Віктор Ва- 
лентинович, 16. Мармазов Євген 
Васильович, 17. Александровська 
Алла Олександрівна, 18. Понома- 
ренко Георгій Григорович, 19. Грач 
Леонід Іванович, 20. Оплачко Воло- 
димир, 21. Бабурін Олексій Васи- 
ЛЬОВИч. 


Христос Воскрес! 
Веселих Великодніх Свят. 


Ши ANDREW J. HLADYSHEVSKY, О.С. { 
peck Fraser Milner Casgrain 


2900 Manulife Place 
10180-101 Street 
Edmonton, Alta, Canada T5J 3V5 


Direct Dial (780) 970-5234 
Fax (780) 423-7276 
andrew.hladyshevsky @fmc-law.com 


Lawyers in: Montréal Ottawa Toronto Edmonton Calgary Vancouver 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
HAPPY EASTER! 
З ВЕЛИКОЮ РАДІСТЮ I ВЕСНОЮ 
ВІТАЄМО УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ. 
Бажаємо щастя і всього добра членам З 
та прихильникам які невтомно і 
добровільно допомагають здійснювати 
завдання ї проєкти ССУК. 
We wish happiness and all success to all 
benefactors and volunteers who help us to 
accomplish our programs and projects. 


Українська Канадська Фундація 


їм. Тараса Шевченка 


202-952 Main Street, Winnipeg, МІВ R2W 3P4 
Tel: (204)944-9128 Fax: (204) 944-9135 
Toll Free: 1-866-524-5314 
Website: www.shevchenkofoundation.com 


Щиро Вітає Усіх Жертводавців і 
Прихильників з Великодними Святами 


Христос Воскрес! Воїстину Воскрес! 


Рада Директорів 


Андрій Гладишевський О.С. 
Ярема Келебай 
Софіка Качор 


Роман Манастирський 
Олег Герус 


Томас Бодей Борис Балан 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! - СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО! 


ІНСТИТУТ СВ. ВОЛОДИМИРА 
український культурний центр і студентський гуртожиток 


» Student residence in the heart of Toronto 
- e Across the street from the University of Toronto 
e Convenient public transportation to most 


universities and colleges in Toronto 
e Meal plan 
e Internet access in every room 
¢ Join any Ukrainian program in our cultural centre 


ST. VLADIMIR INSTITUTE 


620 Spadina Ave ° 
tel. 416-923-3318 « 
svi@stvladimir.ca ° 


Toronto, ON M5S 2H4 
fax: 416-923-8266 
www.stvladimir.ca 
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Ukrainian News із an independently-published newspaper which relies solely upon 
advertising, subscription and press fund donations for its operation. Please support 
our newspaper with the above sources. Thank you in advance for your support. 
Українські Вісті це незалежна газета, яка сама утримується із передплат, 
оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо підтримувати нашу газету 
речи джерелами. Дякуємо заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Introducing Фе Ukrainian 
Canadian Community Agenda 


Many readers of this issue are seeing Ukrainian News for the first time. 
This includes most Members of Parliament. Thanks to the Aid to Ukraine 
Foundation, we have begun distributing this newspaper to MPs. We are 
doing this because we want to familiarize our MPs and other decision 
makers, with the issues that affect our community across Canada. It is 
also for this reason that this particular issue is being distributed to del- 
egates to the Alberta convention of the Liberal Party of Canada, which is 
taking place in Edmonton April 7-9. 

The main issues that affect our community were articulated by the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress, which serves as the umbrellas group for the 1 
million Canadians of Ukrainian origin, prior to the most recent election 
when it sent out a questionnaire to the major parties contesting this elec- 
tion. While this newspaper is independent, thus not formally linked with 
the UCC, nor for that matter with any other specific Ukrainian Canadian 
organization, we nevertheless strive to provide a voice for our community 
at large. Therefore, the positions we take generally reflect the views of 
our community, as do the positions taken by the UCC. 

Among these issues are the following: 

e Immigration to Canada: We support a level of immigration from 
Ukraine that is proportional to the current number of Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans, This amounts to more than 10,000 annually. We also support the de- 
velopment of a foreign caregiver program and an enhanced immigration 
section at the Canadian Embassy in Ukraine; 

» Citizenship: We support a new Citizenship Act that includes the rec- 
ommendations of the House of Commons report “Citizenship Revoca- 
tion: A Question of Due Process and Respecting Charter Rights” issued 
on June 7, 2005. 

¢ Internment of Ukrainians: We support the creation of an endowment 
and the funding of a series of commemorative and educational initiatives 
to the Ukrainian Canadian community as redress for the injustices com- 
mitted to Ukrainians and other Europeans during Canada’s first national 
internment operations of 1914-20. 

» Canada-Ukraine Relations: We believe that Ukraine should continue 
to be one of Canada’s foreign policy priorities and support strengthening 
Canada’s relationship and assistance to Ukraine in their efforts to strengthen 
independence, furthering democratic and economic reforms, people to 
people cooperation, and facilitate integration with NATO, EU, WTO and 
Western democracies. We also support the creation of a Ukrainian Consu- 
late in Edmonton, the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 
and its many projects in Ukraine, funding for Radio Canada International 
(RCI) and other broadcasting activity in Ukrainian and supporting efforts 
to expand new business and trade opportunities with Ukraine. 

- Multiculturalism: We support sustainable funding for the enhance- 
ment of Canadian multicultural communities based on the principles of 
the Canadian Multiculturalism Act. 

* Strengthening Representative and Grassroots Democracy: We support 
the selection of political candidates by local riding associations only 
through a fair and transparent democratic process. Local riding associa- 
tions should determine the selection of candidates. 

¢ Human Rights: We support new legislation that would strengthen ef- 
forts to eliminate human trafficking. 

These are our major issues in a nutshell. We will be expanding upon 
these themes in future issues of our newspaper, as well as reporting and 
commenting on new developments that affect our community. 

We hope many of our new readers find this newspaper informative and 


make use of it as a source of information about the Ukrainian community 
in Canada. 
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A watershed election 


Voters give Ukraine a vigorous push 
towards European-style democracy 


By Marco Levytsky, 
Edmonton Journal, Saturday, April 01, 2006 

Last weekend’s parliamentary and local elections in 
Ukraine may well go down as a watershed event in 
that country’s so-far brief history of independence. 
While much attention has been focused on the party 
standings and the personalities involved, there are sev- 
eral elements to these elections which may be more 
significant in the long term because they reflect funda- 
mental changes in societal values. 

First, these were “the first genuinely free and fair 
parliamentary elections in the country,” according to 
the International Election Observation Mission which 
monitored them. They were preceded by the first cam- 
paign in which all parties received fair coverage and 
the media was free from government interference. This, 
in itself, is a major accomplishment and shows the 
democratic achievements of the Orange Revolution 
have taken firm root. Once in place, they will be most 
difficult to dislodge. 

Second, this election marks the almost total collapse 
of the once-powerful Communist Party of Ukraine. This 
party, which was the strongest political force in Ukraine 
during the 7905 and ran a strong second in the 2002 
parliamentary election with 20 per cent of the popular 
vote, plummeted to only 3.6 per cent in this election — 
just barely passing the minimum three-per-cent barrier 
required for qualification. Had the barrier not been low- 
ered to three from four per cent in the recent electoral 
reforms, the Communists would have been wiped off 
the political map altogether. Nevertheless, considering 
their current standing and the average age of their sup- 
porters, this election most likely marks their last gasp 
in Ukrainian political life. 

While the Party of Regions of former prime minister 
Viktor Yanukovych, to which the Communist vote 
moved en masse, has embraced many of their policies 
and remains the chief representative of the old Com- 
munist hierarchy, or nomenklatura, it at least pays lip 
service to democratic principles and has rejected the 
totalitarian past. This is one step in the right direction. 

The collapse of the Communists has been accompa- 
nied by the rise in support for parties espousing demo- 
cratic values. Whereas in 1998 only Rukh (with nine 
percent of the vote) passed the four-per-cent barrier, 
the three Orange coalition parties now have an abso- 
lute majority in parliament. : 


This has as much to do with the transformation of 
existing parties as it does with a shifting electorate. The 
Socialist Party of Ukraine, which began in 1992 as a 
refuge for the then disenfranchised Communists, and 
continued as an erstwhile ally of the reconstituted CPU 
throughout the 7905 and the early part of this millen- 
nium, have been gradually transforming themselves into 
a European-style social democratic party. They ’re now 
among President Viktor Yushchenko’s most loyal al- 
lies, second only to his own Our Ukraine. The fire- 
brand revolutionary Yulia Tymoshenko first entered 
parliament in 1998 as part of the Hromada faction, the 
political wing of former prime minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko’s Dnipropetrovsk clan. Following 
Lazarenko’s arrest for money laundering in the U.S., 
she took over that power base and transformed it into 
what became her own democratic movement. 

Changes may even be on the horizon for the Party of 
Regions itself. Billionaire Rynat Akhmetov is emerg- 
ing as the fresh new face to replace the corruption- 
tainted Yanukovych. Akhmetov, who was elected to par- 
liament on the POR list, also bankrolled the recent cam- 
paign, hiring a number of U.S. consultants to help con- 
duct its course. Unlike the 55-year-old Yanukovych, 
the 40-year-old Akhmetov is more in tune with the post- 
Soviet entrepreneurial class. A Russian-speaking eth- 
nic Tatar, Akhmetov has recently started taking Ukrai- 
nian lessons — a sign he may be considering a more 
active political role. Akhmetov speaks of running a 
government of “professionals” who would promote 
economic growth. He could find a common language 
with Our Ukraine’s technocrats. 

Finally, this election also marks the first time that 
one political coalition has managed to get an absolute 
majority in parliament. Previous parliaments were se- 
riously fractured, which led to ever-shifting alliances 
and continuous instability. 

Though the nascent democracy faces many chal- 
lenges, not the least will be the ability of the Orange 
coalition members to overcome their personal and ideo- 
logical differences and move the country forward, the 
undercurrents that fed this watershed will continue to 
moye Ukraine in a definite direction — further from 
Russia and Belarus, and closer to her EU neighbours. 


Marco Levytsky is the Editor and Publisher of the 
Ukrainian News. 


UCC clarifies its position on Asper CMHR 


(UkrNews/UCC)—In response to questions raised 
in the Ukrainian Canadian community as to the posi- 
tion of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress regarding the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights being planned 
for Winnipeg, which recently initiated a major 
fundraising campaign targeting the private sector, the 
UCC has issued a statement clarifying its position. 

In the statement, issued March 29, the UCC presents 
a brief overview of some of the relevant details of its 
involvement in the campaign to create a Canadian 
museum devoted to educating the general public on 
issues of human rights not only in Canada, but around 
the world. It is as follows: 

Representatives of the UCC board of Directors par- 
ticipated in preliminary discussions about the plans 
being developed for a groundbreaking human rights 
museum proposed for the city of Winnipeg. This am- 
bitious project was spearheaded by the Asper Founda- 
tion, which sought the formal endorsement of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress and was keen to solicit the 
moral and financial support of Ukrainian community 
members across Canada. 

These discussions produced two letters: one signed 
by the Asper Foundation and, with the approval of the 
Board of UCC, a second signed by the UCC’s repre- 
sentatives Paul Grod and Andrew Hladyshevsky QC, 
which set out the conditions of the UCC providing lim- 
ited endorsement of the CMHR, as follows: 

(a) The UCC must have assurances that the Ukrai- 
nian Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933 was to be fully 
recognized in the CMHR in a clearly, distinctly and 
permanent fashion; 

(b) That the internment as ‘Enemy Aliens’ of Ukrai- 
nian Canadians during the First World War was also to 
be permanently acknowledged as part of the “Cana- 
dian Stories Gallery” and that ongoing marketing ma- 
terial of the CMHR must be altered to reflect this; 

(c) That the suffering of Ukrainians during the Sec- 
ond World War at the hands of both the Nazis and So- 


viets was likewise to be reflected in the permanent dis- 
plays and programming, with the intent that the CMHR 
was not to single out any one group but portray the 
human costs when human rights are abused; 

(d) The UCC at the same time requested representa- 
tion on the body that will eventually govern the Mu- 
seum so that the Ukrainian community would have regu- 
lar input into the policies and programs of the CMHR, 
subject to the wishes of the three levels of government 
that will endorse the future governance structure; and 

(e) that the Ukrainian Community will have mean- 
ingful input from its’ historians and representatives in 
achieving the conditions in (a) through (d) above. 

On 11 April 2003 the Congress received a formal 
letter from the Asper Foundation assuring the UCC that 
all of its concerns would be met in the planning and 
development of the Museum, although it was pointed 
out that the final governance structure of the museum 
had not yet been determined, and it was suggested that 
the UCC could ensure that its voice would be heard by 
becoming a founding member of the Friends of Mu- 
seum organization that was going to be formed to help 
raise money for the CMHR. 

In response to these assurances, the UCC issued its 
own letter on 11 April 2003 endorsing a Canadian Mu- 
seum for Human Rights in Winnipeg, stating that “An 
all-inclusive and equitable human rights museum would 
be a noble and dignified way for Canada to demon- 
strate to Canadians and to the international community 
Canada’s commitment to promote human rights as the 
foundation for equality, dignity and freedom and to 
condemn all genocides and crimes against humanity.” 

As far as the UCC is concerned, nothing has occurred 
since the time of this exchange of letters to alter the 
position of the UCC on the CMHR. The UCC contin- 
ues to endorse the Museum and is eager to continue 
the dialogue with everyone who is now engaged in the 
understandably slow and complex process of realizing 
the objectives of this worthy undertaking. 
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Witness to Democracy 


By Peter Goldring, 
MP, Edmonton East 

I recently returned to Canada af- 
ter observing the March 26, 2006 
Ukrainian parliamentary elections. 
I was honoured to have been cho- 
sen as one of three Canadian parlia- 
mentarians acting as election ob- 
servers, sponsored by the Parlia- 
mentary Assembly of Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope. Along with my colleagues, 
Manitoba Member of Parliament 
Joy Smith and Senator Consiglio Di 
Nino, as well as 150 observers sup- 
ported by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress and 40 sponsored by the 
Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency, I contributed to moni- 
toring the March 26 parliamentary 
elections and was pleased to report 
that they were free from fraud, co- 
ercion and were respectful of the 
multi-party democracy that Ukrai- 
nians had come to expect from their 
political leadership. 

I had previously been in Ukraine 
as a sponsored election observer in 
November 2004, when widespread 
vote fraud had ignited large public 
protests immediately following the 
election-protests that began the Or- 
ange Revolution. My reports of elec- 
tion irregularities were widely re- 
ported in Canadian media at that 
time. I chose to remain in Ukraine 
to witness and report on the devel- 
opments that resulted in the Novem- 
ber, 2004 election being declared 
void, after a tumultuous, though 
peaceful ten day revolution. I was 
privileged to be a witness to history 
and to have my views on what I was 
observing considered to be quite 
newsworthy. I returned to Ukraine 
as a sponsored observer the Decem- 
ber 26, 2004 elections that brought 
Viktor Yushchenko to power. My 
sponsor for the November, 2004 
election was the Institute for Ukrai- 
nian Studies of the University of 
Alberta, while my sponsor for the 
December, 2004 election was the 
Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency. It was during this time 
that I was encouraged to join the 
Parliamentary Assembly for the Or- 
ganization for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe, to continue to be 
involved in the promotion of demo- 
cratic evolution. As a result of this 
association, I joined approximately 

100 parliamentarians from around 
the world in observing the March, 
2006 elections 

The passion in the streets during 
those heady weeks in November, 
2004, when Ukraine’s people, 
peacefully but with conviction and 
determination, took back their de- 
mocracy and put up a large road- 
block in the path of political corrup- 
tion, was evident to all. Then and 
now, the Orange Revolution was 
about respecting democracy. Its suc- 
cess is evident in the 2006 electoral 
outcomes, which resulted in what 
observers considered to be a free and 
fair election. The results indicated 
that most voter support was split 
among the parties or political blocs 
of multiple parties led by 
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West Kildonan - St. Paul MP Joy Smith (left) and Edmonton East МР 
Peter Goldring (right) flank a Ukrainian volunteer conducting an exit 


poll for the Kyiv City Councii elections. 


Yushchenko, Yanukovych and 
Tymoshenko. In addition, a number 
of smaller parties and party blocs 
were supported, with a major issue 
being whether they have reached the 
3% threshold in popular support re- 
quired for political recognition. The 
results demonstrated that democ- 
racy, which is larger than any ideol- 
ogy, cannot be encapsulated in one 
person or political movement. 

At every opportunity during the 
March elections, Ukrainians of di- 
verse opinions demonstrated the 
depth of their commitment to elec- 
tions that were free, fair, transpar- 
ent and a model for other Eastern 
European nations. The elections that 
had just occurred in neighbouring 
Belarus, involving voter intimida- 
tion and ballot box fraud, had ex- 
hibited everything that Ukraine was 
trying to avoid. 

On Sunday, March 26, election 
day, the balloting was incredibly 
complex, with over 7,000 persons 
contesting the 450 seats in the Par- 
liament of Ukraine. Over 200 politi- 
“cal party names, representing some 
45 political blocs, were on a ballot 
approximately one metre long. As if 
this wasn’t enough, four other multi- 
name ballots were to be used to elect 
multiple regional and mayoralty can- 
didates. For hours, while I watched 
the process, talked with Ukrainian 
voters and formed an opinion of the 
event, it was obvious that what was 
transpiring was little different than 
election day in Canada or any other 
longstanding democracy. No intimi- 
dation, no disappearing ballot boxes, 
no curious activity behind the 
scenes. Also lacking was any gen- 
eral reporting of fabricated results or 
predetermined victors; in fact, the re- 
sults were anything but immediately 
obvious. Journalists were even do- 
ing exit polling to determine how the 
race was looking, just as a CNN or 
CBC Newsworld reporter might do 
in the United States or Canada when 
these older, established democracies 
have elections. 

After all was said and done, one 
can only say “Well done, Ukraine.” 
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A register of Ukrainians and other Europeans 


imprisoned as "enemy aliens" during Canada's first 
national internment operations of 1914-1920. 
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Ukrainians have endured centuries 
of hardship, invasions, occupations, 
dictatorial governments and loss of 
status. Ukrainians have fought for 
recognition as a people, as a nation 
and as a democracy. They have 
achieved much and they now stand 
as examples to Eastern Europe and 
to the world as to just how this con- 
cept of democracy should be shared 
and practiced. There are many rea- 
sons why\ Ukraine might not have 
succeeded as the democratic ex- 
ample that ‘it has become. Consider, 
as but one example, the reams of pa- 
per from which candidates were to 
be selected. There were many pros- 
pects for electoral impediments, yet 
everything was very well-managed 
at the polls, since the will to democ- 
racy is very strong. The result is a 
free and democratic Ukraine, 5егу- 
ing as an example for determined 
democratic progress everywhere. 

Having observed three elections 
in Ukraine over the past two years, 
I now hope to be able to turn my 
efforts towards the enhancement of 
trade and economic opportunities 
mutually beneficial to Canada and 
Ukraine. Newly emerging nations 
are often challenged by economic 
uncertainty and deprivation. There- 
fore, Canada’s reinforcement of sup- 
port for a strong and democratic 
Ukraine can be particularly demon- 
strated through enhanced trade and 
cooperative economic relationships. 
While in Ukraine, I had the privi- 
lege of discussing with Her Excel- 
lency Abina Dann, Canada’s Am- 
bassador to Ukraine, the possibility 
of establishing a form of “Canada 
House” in Ukraine, which would 
serve as a gathering together of ex- 
isting and new initiatives, enhanc- 
ing a natural gateway for trade and 
cultural exchanges. The Ambassa- 
dor was supportive of this idea, 
which I hope to be able to explore it 
further in Canada over the next sev- 
eral months. As an immediate past 
Director of the Canada-Ukraine Par- 
liamentary Friendship Committee, I 
am in the process of promoting the 
Committee’s work in the new Par- 
liament and participating in its re- 
constitution. 

Canada and Ukraine: partners in 
democratic futures. Democracies 
must build and reinforce each other. 
That is why Canada should reinforce 
its commitment to democracy and 
economic development initiatives in 
Ukraine. And that is also why so 
many Ukrainians and Canadians, 
both in business and as members of 
the general public, wish to be part 
of that mission. 
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early stage, the particular supports that these young children 


that the wayward 10 year-old will be less likely to become a hard- 
ened 15 year-old. Justice Minister Vic Toews is to be commended 
for according a particular priority to early intervention with very 
young offenders. What do you think? 
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The Young Offenders Act and Ten Year Olds 


The Justice Minister recently made headlines when he cat- 


cism of the Young Offenders Act has been that it ignores the 
number of children under 12 who are recruited by seasoned crimi- 
nals to do their bidding, since the younger ones can’t be charged 
or processed criminally. In Edmonton, we have been exposed to 
a television image of a 10 year-old child being led away in hand- 
cuffs. For many, this image is shocking, since it implies that a 
very young child may find himself in a jail cell, which fortunately 
is not the case. The intention behind bringing very young chil- 
dren into the justice system is not that of imposing criminal in- 
carceration or punishment. Instead, it is so the law can inter- 
vene at an early stage. In this way, the police are able to get 
these children out of the clutches of older criminals and gener- 
ally negative influences. Some may argue that existing young 
offender legislation can accomplish the same thing. The evidence 
is to the contrary. The importance of early intervention to pre- 
vent family breakdown should be largely self-evident; it is the 
same form of “early intervention” advocated by the Justice Min- 
ister in relation to very young offenders. If both the family and 
the very young offender can be redirected to the “right track” 
very early, the potential for greater social harm in the future is 
minimized. 

Through the engagement of the criminal justice system at an 


need are more readily accessible. The end result, it is hoped, is 
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Україні та Діяспорі, 
українським церквам, 


громадським і політичним 
організаціям та всьому 


нашому членству. 
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May the Spirit of Easter bring you peace and happiness. 
Happy Easter! 
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Ахметов готовий до шлюбу з 
розрахунку з Єхануровим 


(Українська правда)- -Член Партії регіонів Ринат 
Ахметов не виключає створення в парламенті 
коаліції з блоком "Наша Україна". 

Це випливає зі слів Ахметова на прес-конференції 
в агентстві "Інтерфакс-Україна", 30-го березня 
відповідаючи на питання про коаліцію з "Нашою 
Україною". 

"Буває шлюб по любові, а буває шлюб з розра- 
хунку. У нашому випадку любові нема, але може 
бути шлюб з розрахунку заради економічного росту 
України", - відзначив Ахметов. 

На питання, з ким блокуватиметься в парламенті 
Партія регіонів, Ахметов відповів: "Є договір, а є 
змова. Договір - це коли чітко визначені цілі, а змова 
- це коли метою визначено поділити посади. Наша 
мета - це економічний розвиток i об'єднання Ук- 
раїни". 

"Ми відкриті для діалогу", - додав він. 

На питання, що заважає об'єднатися в парламенті 
з "Нашою Україною", Ахметов відповів: "Давайте 
згадаємо 2005 рік. Помаранчева команда говорить, 
що ми повинні йти в Європу. Я також за це, але 
боюся, що вони нас нев Європу приведуть, а по миру 


"Що запам'яталось у 2005 році? Вони за привати- 
зацію, а ми за повагу до права приватної власності. 
Вони за регулювання цін, а ми за ринкову економіку. 
Вони за фальсифікацію кримінальних справ проти 
опонентів, а ми за повагу до прав людини. Погляди і 
принципи повинні бути змінені і зупинитись слід на 
наших", - додав Ахметов. 

На питання про повторний продаж пінчуківського 
Нікопольського заводу феросплавів, Ахметов cKa— 
зав: "Реприватизація - це величезна помилка уряду 
Тимошенко і наступних урядів. Ми проти репри- 
ватизації 1 ніколи не будемо нею займатися". 

Коли Ахметова запитали, чи переживе Партія 
регіонів прихід Тимошенко на прем'єра, він відповів: 
"Це треба запитати в громадян, чи переживуть вони 
прихід. Наш підхід -не відібрати і поділити. У Партії 
регіонів є позиція, з ким ми будемо формувати 
коаліцію". 

"Ми готові сідати за стіл переговорів з будь-якими 
політичними партіями, в тому числі й Юлії Воло- 
димирівни. Головне, щоб це був стіл економічного 
зростання, національних інтересів, об'єднання 
України. Щоб спочатку були цінності, а потім 


пустять", - зазначив він. 


посади", - додав Ахметов. 


Тимошенко каже про таємні 
коаліційні розмови 


Оксана Лігостова, Голос Америки 

"Наша Україна" веде з Партією 
регіонів таємні переговори про 
створення коаліції в парламенті. 
Про це заявляє Юлія Тимошенко. 
Лідерка БЮТ закликала припи- 
нити кулуарні перемовини з біло- 
блакитними 1 негайно створити 
помаранчеву коаліцію в рамках 
раніше узгоджених передвибор-- 
чих домовленостей. 

«Сьогодні постала загроза 
створення коаліції між блоком 
"Наша Україна" 1 Партією регіо- 
нів», застерігає Юлія Тимошенко. 
Заданими лідерки БЮТ, між біло- 
блакитними і помаранчевими 
йдуть закулісні переговори, при- 
чому противники і прихильники 
неприродного союзу, каже вона, у 
нашоукраїнському таборі поділи-- 
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лися в співвідношенні 80 відсотків 
до двадцяти. Однак ті 20% 
найвпливовіші, каже Тимошенко, 
i концепція про коаліцію з Пар- 
тією регіонів переважає. Яке буде 
рішення, за її словами, залежить 
особисто від президента: 

«Сьогодні виключно персо- 
нально від президента країни за- 
лежить, який шлях розвитку Kpa— 
їни буде обраний, Або союз з кла- 
нами, або союз демократичних 
сил, які уособлені трьома парті- 
ями 1 блоками, які перемогли на 
цій парламентській кампанії». 

Союз вчорашніх заклятих во- 
рогів спробують пояснити єднан-- 
ням Сходу і Заходу, попереджає 
лідерка БЮТ. Проте, за її словами, 
єднатимуться насправді старі 
клани з новими. Тимошенко про- 
коментувала заяву лідера Партії 
регіонів Рината Ахметова на його 
першій прес-конференції 30 
березня: 

«По Фрейду Ринат Ахметов 
висловив суть процесів, які від- 
буваються. Він сказав, що полі- 
тичний союз Партії регіонів з бло- 
ком Наша Україна може відбутися 
не по коханню, а власне це зна- 
чить, не по ідеологічних прин-- 
ципах, а по розрахунку. Я хотіла 
б запитати - якими купюрами 
розраховуватись будемо?». 

Юлія Тимошенко дорікає ни- 
нішнім залаштунковим перего-- 
ворникам, які дуже швидко за- 
були, як перед виборами заріка-- 
лися вступати одне з одним в 
союзи: 


«Наприклад, Партія регіонів 
Януковича робила заяви, що ні за 
яких обставин "з помаранчевими 
обізянами" єднатись не будуть. Я 
дуже добре пам'ятаю ці заяви, я 
хочу, щоб зараз хтось за цей базар 
відповідав». 

Тимошенко закликала "Нашу 
Україну" припинити будь-які се- 
паратні переговори за межами 
демократичної коаліції і невід- 
кладно підписати коаліційну угоду 
за раніше узгодженим проектом. 
Лідерка блоку, що здобув друге 
місце на виборах, вкотре під- 
твердила, що претендує на посаду 
глави уряду - не більше і не 
менше. Екс-прем'єрка повідо- 
мила, що її політична сила відмов-- 
ляється від спікерської посади. Як 
сказала вона, «ми не претендуємо 
на спікерську посаду і вважаємо, 
що вона має належати нашим 
партнерам». 

На прес-конференції 30 березня 
Тимошенко заявила також, що 
заяви про відсутність фальсифі - 
кацій на виборах були передчас- 
ними. Лідерка БЮТ продемон- 
струвала журналістам фальсифі - 
кати протоколів з виборчих діль-- 
ниць у Донецьку і пообіцяла звер- 
нутися до Генпрокуратури та 
МВС, щоб розібратися зі свідо-- 
мим затягуванням та фальсифі- 
каціями підрахунку голосів на 
деяких дільницях Сходу України. 
«Я  попереджаю  донецьку 
камарілью - демократія з такими 
протоколами несумісна», -- зая- 
вила Юлія Тимошенко. 


У Львівській області "Наша 
Україна" та БЮТ створили коаліцію 


(Українська правда) Львівські обласні організації "Нашої України" 
та БЮТ підписали заяву про наміри щодо створення коаліційної 
більшості у Львівській обласній раді. 

Про це повідомив лідер Львівської "Нашої України", губернатор 
Львівщини Петро Олійник, передає прес-служба "Нашої України". 

"Ці дві політичні сили набрали разом більше 2/3 голосів на виборах 
до облради", - відзначив Олійник 31 березня. 

"Однак заява є відкритою, тобто до неї можуть приєднатися 
представники інших політичних сил в області", - додав він. 

"Ми об'єднуємося навколо вирішення соціальних та економічних 
питань Львівщини, навколо політичного спокою та стабільності, чого 
чекають від нас громадяни та всі здорові політичні сили, - додав голова. 
"Наразі ми підписали лише попередній документ - заяву про наміри, 
наступним етапом стане опрацювання коаліційної угоди та її умов, - 


зауважив Оліник. 
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Bush bill lifts Ukraine 
from Jackson- Vanik 


(USUF)—U.S. Presdent George 
W. Bush on March 23 lifted Ukraine 
from the provisions of the Jackson- 
Vanik Amendment by signing into 
law H.R. 1053, a bill which autho- 
rizes the Extension of Nondiscrimi- 
natory Treatment to the Products of 
Ukraine. 

President Bush declared that “The 
bill I sign today marks the beginning 
of a new era in our history with 
Ukraine.” 

The President pointed out that “as 
Ukraine embraces democracy and 
more open trade, our nation’s friend- 
ship will grow. President Yushche- 
nko has made reforms to increase 
transparency and provide intellec- 
tual property protection and 
strengthen the enforcement of the 
rule of law. 

“These reforms have taken great 
conviction. And earlier this month, 
our two nations signed a bilateral 
agreement that will establish the terms 
of trade between our nations when 
Ukraine joins the World Trade Orga- 
nization. We support Ukraine’s goal 
of joining the WTO, and we will help 
resolve the remaining steps required 
for entry as quickly as possible. As 
the Ukrainian government continues 
to build on a record of progress at 
home, we will help Ukraine joins the 
institutions that unite free nations and 
become a part of Europe that is whole, 
free, and at peace.” 

The ceremony took place in the 
Old Executive Office Building. 
Those in attendance included 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United 
States, Oleh Shamshur, Senator Ri- 
chard С. Lugar (R-IN), Represen- 
tative Jim Gerlach (R-PA), Repre- 
sentative Tom Lantos (D-CA), Rep- 
resentative Candice S. Miller (R- 
MI), Representative Curt Weldon 


President George W. Bush shakes hands with Ukrainian Ambassador Oleh 
Shamshur, after President Bush signed H.R. 1053, to authorize the Exten- 
sion of Nondiscriminatory Treatment to the Products of Ukraine March 
23 in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington. White 


House photo by Kimberlee Hewitt. 


(R-PA), and Representative Michael 
G Fitzpatrick (R- PA), as well as 
Jackson-Vanik Graduation Coalition 
members. 

The event marked the finality of 
a “Cold War relic” from Ukraine’s 
Soviet past. The 1974 Amendment, 
named for Senators Henry “Scoop” 
Jackson and Charles Vanik, imposed 
trade restrictions by the U.S. on the 
Soviet Union in response to its poor 
human rights policies, particularly 
restrictions on the emigration of re- 
ligious minorities. More than thirty 
years later and during the past 15 
years of independence, Ukraine 
built a strong record of allowing 
Open emigration and created condi- 
tions for religious minorities to pur- 
sue their beliefs freely. Ukraine’s 
graduation from the Jackson-Vanik 
Amendment was earned by this 
record of success. 

While the road to the White House 
was a long one for Ukraine’s even- 


tual graduation, it is important to 
note that the action taken March 23 
was almost a year following Presi- 


‘dent Yushchenko’s initial visit to 


Washington during which the joint 
Bush-Yushchenko April 4, 2005 
joint statement called for “immedi- 
ately ending application of Jackson- 
Vanik to Ukraine.” 

On Nov. 18, 2005 the Senate 
passed by unanimous consent S. 632 
to graduate Ukraine from the provi- 
sions of the Jackson-Vanik Amend- 
ment. Similar action was taken by 
the House of Representatives on 
March 8, 2006 when it passed H.R. 
1053. 

The final vote results were 417 
votes cast in favor of the bill, 2 
against, and 3 abstentions. On Fri- 
day, March 9, 2006 the Senate 
passed the vote on a bill introduced 
by Senator Richard Lugar by unani- 
mous consent agreeing by that with 
the House H.R. 1053 bill. 


Pinchuk under investigation by PGO 


(RFE/RL)—Viktor Pinchuk, а that Pinchuk and his partners paida__renationalization of Nikopol Ferrous 
son-in-law of former President Le- bribe of 05550 million to unnamed Alloy Works, the Russian daily 
onid Kuchma and one of Ukraine’s Ukrainian officials to prevent the “Vedomosti” reported on March 31. 


richest men, is under investigation 
by the Prosecutor-General’s Office 
for possible fraud related to the 
Nikopol Ferrous Alloy Works he 
owns, “Kommersant Ukrayiny” re- 
ported on March 31. 

The newspaper reported that pros- 
ecutors are looking into $450 mil- 
lion that two companies Steelex and 
Travis — both alleged to be owned 
by Pinchuk — may have made from 
the sale of alloys produced by the 
Nikopol plant. 

In a related development, [hor 
Kolomoyskyy, head of the 
Dnipropetrovsk-based Privat com- 
pany, filed a suit in the U.S. state of 
Massachusetts against Pinchuk and 
his Nikopol partners Jerry Margolis, 
Viktor Vekselberg, and Oleksander 

Abramov. 

Kolomoyskyy alleges in the suit 


Saakashvili postpones visit 
(RFE/RL)—Georgian President 
Mikheil Saakashvili has put off a 
working visit to Ukraine. Saakash- 
vili’s office gave no reason for the 
postponement and said it did not 
know when the visit would take 
place. Saakashvili was due to arrive 
in Ukraine on April 3 and stay there 
three days. 


Beverly Crest 
Phone: 474-0456 МУ 
Easter Sunday Buffet 

Sunday April 16th, 2006 

11:30 am to 7:30 pm 


Hot Cross Buns 
Salad Bar 
Seafood Salad & Pickled Herring 


Headcheese & Ham Sausage 
Carved Baron of Beef 
Carved Baked Ham 
Baked Cabbage Rolls 
Meatballs & Mushrooms 
BBQ Spare Ribs 


Roast Chicken (Peppercorn Sauce) 
Perogies 
Rainbow Cheese Tortellini 
Medley of Vegetables 
Desserts: Cheese Cake, Lemon Pie, Pastry and 
Squares, Jello, Soft Ice Cream, Fresh Fruits 
For Reservations Call: 474-0456 


SHAMRO - Tetiana "Tilly" 
Born in Ukraine December 5, 1909 
Passed away March 11, 2006 


She is predeceased by her husband, Michael (1988). She will be dearly 
missed by her six children, Jean, Walt, Lydia, Elsie, Pat and Mike 
and their spouses; her twelve grandchildren, twenty great grandchil- 
dren; and many relatives in Ukraine. 


Happy Easter! 


From the Ukrainian 
Community Council 
Delton Branch 
12809 - 82 Street 


For all your financial needs 
and service in Ukrainian 
contact Ruth at 496-2338 
or Kathy at 496-2114. 
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Spring Vegetable Soup У 
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May the Risen Christ brings you and 


your family peace and joy during this 
blessed Easter Holiday. 
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Elections receive high 


acclaim from 


By Ahto Lobjakas 

(RFE/RL)—Deputies of the European Parliament 
who were in Ukraine monitoring the March 26 parlia- 
mentary vote have praised its conduct in glowing terms. 
Speaking in Brussels shortly after their return, mem- 
bers of the observation mission said the elections were 
free and fair. They said the poll shows Ukraine has 


| passed an important test of democracy. 


Charles Tannock, a British deputy, said he thought 
the procedures followed by Ukrainian authorities sur- 
passed those of Britain. 

Tannock said Ukraine had passed an important test 
of democracy in an “exemplary” fashion. 

“The exemplary fashion does in my view confirm 
the status of Ukraine now irreversibly as a fully fledged 
member of the democratic family of European nations. 
I think that has to be accepted. Nobody can claim it’s a 
sort of a country which doesn’t really understand or 
practice democracy,” Tannock said. 

Marek Siwiec, the head of the European Parliament’s 
seven-deputy observation mission, said he was not 
aware of any major irregularities in the elections. He, 
too, said Ukraine has successfully passed a crucial test 
of its political system. 

Siwiec dismissed suggestions by some Ukrainian par- 
ties that “massive fraud” took place on election day. 
He said the fact that just five parties or blocs managed 
to clear the relatively low 3-percent threshold for par- 
liamentary representation showed Ukrainian voters 
acted with great deliberation. 5 

Siwiec said the elections bore no comparison to what 
he described as the “rigged” presidential election of 
fall 2004. That election was widely criticized by inter- 
national monitors. He also said the European 
Parliament’s observer mission is keen to identify re- 
maining weaknesses in Ukrainian electoral arrange- 
ments. 
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EU monitors 


Siwiec said improvements are needed in three areas. 
First, many polling stations were crowded and overall, 
40 percent of the voters had to endure standing in long 
queues. He said some voters never got to vote at all. 

Second, he said local election commissions suffered 
from organizational difficulties. He said they were un- 
able to open the polling stations on time and had trouble 
maintaining voter lists. 

Third, people who were for some reason left off elec- 
toral lists, had no simple way of registering themselves 
as voters, and had to undertake a lengthy court proce- 
dure. 

However, Siwiec made clear these criticisms take 
nothing away from his overall positive assessment of 
the elections. 

There is widespread support within the European Par- 
liament for Ukraine’s ambition to move closer to the 
BU. Siwiec said the parliament wants to continue “push- 
ing” for improved ties with Ukraine. He said the 
parliament’s plenary session in Strasbourg next week 
(April 3-6) will hold a debate on Ukraine. Siwiec noted 
the EU must be ready to continue its dialogue with the 
country as soon as a new government is in place. 

However, both he and Tannock were careful to note 
that the EU was not a significant campaign issue. 
Tannock said that Ukrainian voters were concerned 
about other things. 

“T think it’s worth pointing out as well that during 
the whole of the election campaign, the EU was not 
really figuring very highly on the radar screens as an 
issue. NATO was a much bigger issue, they are much 
more pro or against NATO, largely against NATO mem- 
bership,” Tannock said. 

Tannock said other divisive issues were relations with 
Russia — including gas deliveries and the status of the 
Russian language — the devolution of power to the 
regions, and the tax system. 
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Typology of the Ukrainian elections 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

Following Ukraine’s March 26 
parliamentary elections, what has 
emerged is a country firmly split 
along regional and ideological lines? 

The website of the Ukrainian Cen- 
tral Election Commission has posted 
a breakdown of votes cast in 
Ukraine’s 25 regions and the cities 
of Kyiv and Sevastopil. This data, 
along with the findings of the Fund 
for Democratic Initiatives and the 
Kyiv Institute of Sociology, shows 
some emerging trends in Ukrainian 
politics. 

The Party of Regions, led by 
former Prime Minister Viktor Yanu- 
kovych, won the majority of seats 
with 32.12 percent of the vote and 
will have 186 seats in the new par- 
liament. The results show that it has 
remained a regional party appealing 
almost exclusively to voters in the 

eastern and southern regions of 
Ukraine. As expected, the Party of 
Regions swept Donetsk with 73 per- 
cent, Luhansk with 74 percent, 
Crimea with almost 58 percent, 
Mykolayiv with 50 percent, and 
Kharkiv with 51 percent. Altogether, 
the party won nine regions and the 
city of Sevastopol with an average 
of 55 percent. Thus the line divid- 
ing Ukraine into east and west re- 
mained intact. 

The most unexpected results were 
registered by the Yuliya Tymoshen- 
ko Bloc, which came in second be- 
hind the Party of the Regions with a 
total of 22.27 percent of the vote. 
Around 5.6 million voters cast their 
ballots for the Tymoshenko Bloc, 
which will now have 129 seats in 
parliament. The bloc’s popularity has 
grown phenomenally: in 2002, it 
only managed to garner 1.9 million 
votes in parliamentary elections. 

This time around, the bloc won 
the parliamentary race in 13 regions 
and in the city of Kyiv. Its support 
base includes four western Ukrai- 
nian regions (Volyn-44 percent, 
Chernivtsi-30 percent, Ternopil- 
34.5 percent, and Khmelnytsk-35.5) 
along with most of central Ukraine. 
The bloc’s largest margin of support 
was in the Kyiv region (44.5 per- 
cent) and lowest in the eastern 
Donetsk region where only 2.5 per- 
cent voted for the bloc. 

In the regions where the Tymo- 
shenko Bloc won, it did so by an 
average of 34 percent. Many of these 
votes could be seen as a protest 
against President Viktor Yushchen- 
ko’s removal of Tymoshenko as prime 
minister in the summer of 2005. 

Our Ukraine, the pro-presidential 
bloc, suffered its greatest setback, 
coming in a distant third with 13.9 
percent of the vote. The party is en- 
titled to 82 seats in parliament. It 

won a plurality in only three west- 
ern Ukrainian regions: Lviv, Ivano- 
Frankivsk, and Zakarpathia. In each 
of these regions it faced a tough fight 
from the Tymoshenko camp. 

Since 2002, it has seen a sharp 
decline in its support. The U.S.- 


based “Ukrainian Weekly” wrote on 
April 2 that “After winning 6.1 mil- 
lion votes in the 2002 election, Our 
Ukraine won 3.5 million votes this 
time around — a decline of 43 per- 
cent.” 

Other parties to enter the parlia- 
ment are the Socialist Party with 5.6 
percent (33 deputies) and the Com- 
munist Party with 3.6 percent (and 
21 seats.) 

The Communists, who have tra- 
ditionally had their support base in 
the eastern regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk and in the Crimea, saw 
many of their supporters defect to 
the Party of Regions. They managed 
to pass the 3 percent parliamentary 
barrier with 4.4 percent of the vote 
in Luhansk, 3.1 in Donetsk, 4.5 in 
Crimea, and 6 percent in Kirovo- 
hrad. It was the poorest ever show- 
ing for Ukraine’s Communist Party 
and many analysts believe it is the 
last time they will be represented in 
the parliament. 

Oleksander Moroz’s Socialist 
Party has remained relatively stable 
over the past five years with its tra- 
ditional base of voters in the cen- 
tral, mainly agricultural, regions of 
Ukraine. 

According to data from exit polls 
released by the Fund for Democratic 
Initiatives and the Kyiv Institute of 
Sociology, more women voted for 
the Party of Regions than men. 
Overall, its supporters were older 
(60 and above) although the party 
held considerable appeal among 
younger voters (18-39). Their sup- 
porters also tended to have less for- 
mal education. 

The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc’s 
base of support was equally distrib- 
uted between men and women, most 
of whom were middle-aged (be- 
tween 40-59). They tended to have 
the most formal education. 

Our Ukraine’s supporters were 
also equally divided between men 
and women, mostly between the 
ages of 30-49 and had less formal 
education than the supporters of 
Tymoshenko’s bloc. Their educa- 
tional level roughly equaled the edu- 
cation level registered by voters for 
Party of Regions. 

A preliminary conclusion is that 
Ukraine is headed towards becom- 
ing a two- or three-party democracy 
with a conservative, possibly pro- 
Russian electorate, in the eastern and 
southern regions of the country, with 
more pro-Western liberal attitudes 
held by voters in the western and 
central regions. 

In all likelihood in the next major 
elections, the Party of Regions will 
face the combined forces of the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, Our 
Ukraine, and the Socialist Party (if 
these three manage to make peace). 

Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko noted during his radio 
address on April 2 that “the latest 
elections represent the first step to- 
wards the political structuring of 
society, when citizens will have to 


Newsbriefs 
Yushchenko ponders results 


(Ukrainian Journal)— President Viktor Yushchenko said his party, Our 
Ukraine, should make “serious conclusions” after its poor performance at 
the March 26 general election and should be more active in reaching out 
to voters. “The party needs to make serious conclusions from the election 
campaign, make its dialog with voters more active, explain to voters 
achievements by the authorities and not to concentrate on critics of oppo- 
nents,” Yushchenko said in radio address to the nation April 1. 


Vitrenko launches protests 

(Ukrainian Journal) — An ultra leftist and pro-Russian group led by Natalia 
Vitrenko launched a massive protest in Kyiv April | after preliminary 
ballot counting had showed the group had failed to make it to Parliament. 
Group activists set up at least 140 red and blue tents, Vitrenko’s campaign 
color, in front of the Central Election Commission, demanding ballots 
cast on the March 26 vote to be recounted. 


choose among three-four parties 
with clear ideologies, rather than 
among 100 parties,” Interfax re- 
ported. 

The smaller parties in Ukraine are 
on the verge of extinction — the 
Communist Party, Natalya 
Vitrenko’s bloc, the Greens, and 
even the Socialist Party might have 
seen their final days and their sup- 
porters will be forced to make a 
choice between the emerging larger 
political parties in the country. 

Regionalism will continue to play 
a significant role in future elections 
and few voters are likely to cross 
geographical boundaries. Ideologi- 
cally, the issues are expected to re- 
main unchanged: the eastern elec- 
torate will remain distrustful of 
Ukrainian speakers who would like 
to see the country in the EU and 
NATO; while western and central 
Ukrainians will continue to be sus- 
picious of their eastern and south- 
ern countrymen who, at least in the 
popular mind, are predominantly 
Russian speakers and who orient 
themselves their bigger brother in 
the east. 
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Open from 11:30 am all day 
Reserve Now: 453-2040 


Call us at Taste of Ukraine Restaurant for itinerary and other information 


Discover your European Roots 
Travel through Poland, Ukraine, Russia 
20+ Religious Itineraries 


Solaway Trave| 
SE Book Now! а. 


with Eastern European Travel Specialist: Myrna Arychuk 


17 Apr. 2006 Footsteps of Pope John Paul II 
Spectacular pilgramage through Poland, Orthodox Easter at the Pope's 
hometown of Wadowice and on to Ukraine for an unforgettable journey. 


tel: 604-430-6789 toll free: 1-877-480-6789 is 


3819 Sunset Street Burnaby BC V5G 1T4 
myrnatravel@show.ca 


CRIN Tt DOCH DG (rk Вес 


D0) th anniversary of the 


‘CHORNOBYL 


nuclear disaste: 


Commemoration of this event will 
take place af Edmonton City Hall, 
on Wednesday, April 26,'2006 

5 ‘at 7:00 pm. 


Відзначення цієї події 


відбудеться у середу 26 квітня . 
2006 року 07:00 годині вечора -- 
у Міській ратуші Едмонтону. 


Grophie Design by Valeriy Senko, 2000 


PHOTO — EMBASSY OF CANADA IN UKRAINE 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress observers poses for a group photo at the Canadian Embassy in Kyiv. 


Canadian observers release 
preliminary findings 


(UktNews/UCC/UWC)— Canadian election observers 
monitoring Ukraine’s parliamentary elections on March 
27 issued their preliminary election observation findings. 

They reported a dramatic improvement in the elec- 
tion process over the presidential elections which 
sparked the Orange Revolution in November 2004. 

The Canadian observers concluded that the elections 
were conducted in a free and fair matter in accordance 
with domestic and international election laws. 

“Generally, we have received superb cooperation 
from Ukraine’s central and local election commissions 
and from all parties across the country,” said Paul Grod, 
a Toronto lawyer who is mission chief for the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress (UCC), the Winnipeg-based 
national organization representing one million Cana- 
dians of Ukrainian ancestry. 

More than 150 Canadians signed on with the UCC 
to be a part of today’s election observer mission. 

The Canadian contingent visited more than 2,000 of 
Ukraine’s 33,000 polling stations in thirteen regions of 
the country. 

“The fact that Ukrainians were voting for five dif- 
ferent levels of public representatives contributed to 
lengthy line-ups at the polls, and will probably con- 
tribute to lower voter turnout overall,” said Mare Shwec 
who is the chief observer for the mission. “As interna- 


tional election observers, our mandate was to contrib- 
ute to the conduct of free and fair elections and to pro- 
vide and independent and impartial observation.” 

Meanwhile, International observers from the Ukrai- 
nian World Congress (UWC), totalling 221 people from 
seven countries (the largest being the delegation from 
the Russian Federation, at 150 observers) were dis- 
persed across 19 regions (oblasts) of Ukraine prior to 
and on the day of the elections where they actively 
participated in observing the election process. 

Of a total of 34,000 electoral districts, UWC obsery- 
ers visited over 3,000. On the basis of information re- 
ceived by the UWC mission coordinator, the follow- 
ing determinations have been made: 

¢ The elections proceeded according to electoral law 
and international standards; з 

"ТБе elections were transparent, democratic, fair and 
honest; and 

» No major breaches of the law were noted. Those 
that were noticed were minor, mainly of a technical 
nature, and had no material impact on the final elec- 
tion results. 

“The Ukrainian World Congress believes that the 
elections of 2006 were legitimate and a fair demon- 
stration of the will of the Ukrainian people,” stated a 
UWC press release. 


Winnipeg teens focus on Ukrainian musical tradition 


(Molodtsi)—A new CD by as 
group of teenagers, ages 14-19, has 
picked up on a Ukrainian musical 
tradition and brought it to life. 

The release of this CD, called 
Molodtsi coincides with the Cel- 
ebration of Easter. 

During the Lenten season, many 
focus on Christ’s passion with quiet 
prayer and sacrifice. During the Eas- 
ter season, we celebrate Christ’s res- 
urrection with joyful song and 
dance. 

Molodtsi started as the Chabluk 
Family in 1999. Mikhas played his 
Great Uncle Mike’s violin, Ivasyk 


Христос Воскрес! 
Воїстино Воскрес! 


University of Manitoba 


CENTRE FOR UKRAINIAN 


CANADIAN STUDIES 
EST. 1981 


The Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies exists to create, preserve 
and communicate knowledge relating to Ukrainian Canadiana. 


umanitoba.ca/centres/ukrainian_ canadian 


ONE UNIVERSITY. MANY FUTURES 


UNIVERSITY 
OF MANITOBA 


played his Uncle Darcy’s accordion, 
and Katrusia played an ancient folk 
instrument called a sopilka she re- 
ceived from her Great Uncle Ivan 
from Ukraine. Their sound was 
unique and amazingly well blended 
for a young ensemble. They quickly 
became popular entertainers; trav- 
eling to festivals, participating in 
concerts and competitions. 

Soon after, they were joined by 
Brett Koroluk on drums, and Brit- 
tany Lasko on bass guitar. They be- 
came known as the Chabluk Fam- 
ily and Friends. At Dauphin’s Na- 
tional Ukrainian Festival competi- 
tion they received marks of 98% and 
99%, gold medals and an award as 
the “Most Promising Group.” 
Mikhas was recognized as the “Most 
Promising Musician.” Chabluk 
Family and Friends, “Molodtsi” 
have presented over 25 perfor- 


MN olillsi 


mances in Manitoba, Ontario and 
Saskatchewan. 

This recording captures the joy 
and energy of Ukrainian music you 
might hear at Ukrainian concerts, 
weddings, festivals, socials, anniver- 
saries or parties. 

These talented teenagers are sec- 
ond generation recording artists. 
Their parents are members of the 
following well-known Ukrainian 
musical performing groups: Duet 
Maryna, Female Beat, Canadian 
Rhythm Masters, and Hoosli Ukrai- 
nian Folk Ensemble. 
Collectively,Othese families have 
created over 20 different recordings. 
Molodtsi certainly has strong roots 
in the creation of fine Ukrainian mu- 
sic. 

This CD presents the group’s 
favourite Ukrainian dance melodies 
and folk songs. 


Available at Ukrainian Gift Shops, Chapters, and McNally Robinson 
Booksellers, www.see-ddiscoveries.com or ph. 204-788-4321. The group 
will perform at the St. Nicholas fundraiser, April 28 at Fort Gary Place, 
and the Zirka Ukrainian Dance Festival in Dryden, Ont. May 27, 2006. 


Ukrainian Меміз/Українські вісті, April 5 -18, 2006, 4 - 18 квітня, 2006 


Torontonians rally to protest 
Belarus election fraud 


(UkrNews)— Over 200 people at- 
tended a rally at Toronto’s Nathan 
Philips Square to protest the falsifi- 
cation of the March 19 Belarusian 
elections, March 26 

The developments in the weeks 
preceding the presidential election 
demonstrated to the world that the 
campaign was heavily influenced by 
the government administrative ma- 
chine, creating the climate of intimi- 
dation and harassment, seriously 
violating election procedures. 

“Reports of independent obsery- 
ers (OSCE) proved the fact that the 
elections failed to meet international 
standards and were fraudulent, un- 
fair and undemocratic and that the 
election results can not be accepted 
as legitimate,” reads a statement 
approved at the rally, which was or- 
ganized by the Belarusian Canadian 
Alliance. 

“The events of the recent days 
with unprecedented imprisonments 
and use of force against participants 
of peaceful rallies in Minsk indicate 
that the regime declared a war on 
its own people.” 

The statement also appealed to the 
Canadian Government to use all its 
diplomatic and political powers to 
act in the following areas: 

* Exercising its right as a G-8 
member, Canada should appeal to 
all G-8 member states to denounce 
the handling of the situation in 
Belarus by the Lukashenka regime. 
We believe that if Russia refuses to 
join the other member states in such 
actions, Russia should face соп5е- 
quences as grievous as being ex- 
pelled from the Group. 

* Supporting the initiative of 
Belarusian democratic forces to con- 
duct a new election in accordance 
with democratic procedures 

* Joining the European Union and 
the United States in taking measures 
against a growing number of 
Belarusian government and media 


PHOTO — BORYS WRZESNEWSKYJ’S OFFICE 
Etobicoke Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj speaks at the rally. 


officials involved in the falsification 
of the election results and in the re- 
pressions against the political oppo- 
sition. These measures should deny 
those individuals entry to Canada as 
well as prevent them from using fi- 
nancial, educational and other insti- 
tutions in Canada. 

“We believe that, as a staunch sup- 
porter of democratic values, Canada 
can play a crucial role in protecting 
young democracy in Belarus. Time, 
however, is of the essence. If we are 
to make a real difference in the life 
of Belarusians, we need to act now,” 
read the statement. 

Speakers at the rally included Ja- 
son Kenney, MP Calgary Southeast, 
Parliamentary 
Secretary to Prime Minister Harper; 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Liberal MP 
for Etobicoke Centre and Peggy 
Nash, NDP Mp for Parkdale High 
Park. 

“We call upon Canada’s Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper to clearly 
and publicly condemn Mr. 
Lukashenko as have the E.U. and the 


U.S., and to institute travel bans on 
Mr. Lukashenko and the cabal of his 
inner circle,” said Wrzesnewskyj. 
“We further call upon our Prime 
Minister to publicly condemn Mr. 
Putin for supporting the Lukashenko 
dictatorship. Without Mr. Putin’s 
support of Lukashenko, today 
Belarus’ 10 million people would 
most likely be traveling down the 
path of democracy and freedom. 
“While Lukashenko, Putin and 
those who would destroy freedom, 
truth and justice, think they have 
won, the actions of those in Octo- 
ber Square show that there are fear- 
less people in Minsk who are pre- 
pared to stand up to evil to prevent 
its triumph. They are struggling 
against immense odds in order to 
secure a better future for the people 
of Belarus; a future among the circle 
of free and democratic states of the 
world,” said the MP whose office 
sent the remarks to Ukrainian News, 
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Веселих Великодніх Свят. 
Христос Воскрес! 


if 
wile St. Mary's (Toronto) 
tvtime Credit Union Ltd. 


832 Bloor St. West, Toronto, ON M6G 1M2 4 Bellwoods Ave., Toronto, ON M6J 2P3 
Tel.: (416) 537-2163 Fax: (416) 537-7730 Tel.: (416) 504-8355 Fax: (416) 504-8355 


Кредитомва спілка св. Марії пропонує: 

г Усі види банківських рахунків: чекові, ощадні, US долярах 
Розрахунки через інтернет (online banking) » Перекази грошей по 
всьому світу (wire transfer) г Строкові вклади (GIC) « Житлові 
кредити та позички за найнижчими відсотками (mortgage) 
Персональні кредитні лінії г Реєстровані пенсійні пляни (RRSP) 


У нашій кредитівці можете мати цілком безплатну: 
e Обслугу чекових 1 ощадних конт г Оплату усіх своїх поточних 
рахунків ° Безпосередній депозит платні або пенсії на своє конто 
і » Та багато іншого... 


ВЕМЕБІТ 
ART EXHIBITION 
& SALE 


FOR CHILDREN OF CHORNOBYL CANADIAN FUND 
PRESENTED BY EDMONTON ARTISTS OF PRO'S ART SCHOOL 


AND ARTISTS FROM UKRAINE 


VALERIY SEMENKG: 


WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 26TH 


FOYER OF THE 

GOMMERGE PLACE 
10155-192 ST. AND 27TH, 2006 

EDMONTON. AB 830 АМ ТО 500 PM. 


20% OF SALES WILL ВЕ DONATED ТО CHILDREN. OF CHORNOBYL CANADIAN FUND- 


THE PROCEEDS WILL HELP VICTIMS OF THE NUCLEAR ACCIDENT. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL ROMANA AT 207-7742, 


(coer ore wie sone 


«Воскресіння день! 


Просвітімся торжеством i один одних обнімімо.» 


Yushchenko warns 
against isolating Belarus 


(RFE/RL —President Yushchenko also said in the same television in- 
terview on March 23 that he is against isolating Belarus in the interna- 
tional arena or using economic sanctions against that country in the wake 
of the March 19 presidential vote, which the Belarusian opposition claims 
was rigged, Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

“T think it is not a rational policy to work [with Belarus] through a 
system of economic blockades [and] economic ultimatums, given our ties 
with this country,” Yushchenko said. 

At the same time, Yushchenko said that Ukraine’s “political position” 
vis-a-vis Belarus is “clear.” “If these elections failed to meet the standards 
of transparency, ignored the freedom of assembly, and denied equal pos- 
sibilities to all candidates, etc., we will make the same political assess- 
ment as that voiced by observers from the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe [on March 20],” Yushchenko said. 


Lviv commemorates John Paul II 

(RISU)— April 6, thousands of residents Lviv took part in a procession 
“For Ukraine’s Happy Destiny,” organized with the blessing of Arch- 
bishop Thor (Vozniak) of Lviv of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. 
This year’s procession was also dedicated to the one-year anniversary of 
the death of Pope John Paul П. Roman Catholics of Lviv honored the 


pontiff’s memory with memorial services at Assumption Cathedral and 
placed wreaths at the memorial tablet for the Pope’s 2001 visit to Ukraine. 


UOC-KP head visits orphanage 


(RISU)— As part of a joint initiative of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 


For more information, or to receive our free Newsletter ог Обіжник, please contact: 
Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) and Ukraine’s Ministry of Internal Af- 
fairs begun Feb. 18, 2006 to help orphans, the homeless and children 


ath Ка 
ra tes UCEF eine 
from poor families, Patriarch Filaret (Denysenko), head of the UOC-KP, ave 


+ YKO@.+ 265 Bering Ave. Toronto, ON M8Z 3A5 ; У 
and Lidia Porechkina, assistant minister of internal affairs, visited one of « 27 7 
9 


5 (416) 239-2495 / info@ucef.ca 
Kyiv’s orphanages and gave presents to the children, reported cerkva.info BEd Rian TEST GaN мам м поета 
on Аргії 1. : : . - : . 


(з Воскресної Утрені) 


Енн оо seb SNS CoS = Se A i Se air hE pa 


Студенти Українського Католицького Університету у Львові. 


Найщиріші святочні побажання складають Вам 
студенти і питомці, професори і духовенство Українського 
Католицького Університету у Львові як і рівнож Добродії та 
Дирекція Української Католицької Освітньої Фундації. 


Through the generous financial support of our donors, 
the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation assists in the development 
of Ukrainian Catholic education in Ukraine and Canada. 
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Клюб Українських 
Професіоналістів та 
Підприємців Едмонтону 


Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Club 
of Edmonton 


Happy Easter to all our members and 
the Ukrainian Community 


Найкращі побажання нашим 
членам та українській громаді 
з нагоди Великодніх Свят 


Христос Воскрес! Christ is Risen! 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress - 
Alberta Provincial Council extends our 
warmest wishes for a Happy Easter. 
Christ is Risen! 


Конгрес Українців Канади - Провінційна 
Рада Альберти вітає Вас з нагоди 
Воскресіння Христового. 
Христос Воскрес! 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


Alberta Provincial Council 
#8, 8103 - 127 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta T5C 1R9 
Tel: 414-1624 
www.uccab.ca 
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КРЕДИТОВА СПІЛКА ,,COIO3” 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 
INDEED HE IS RISEN! 


ПИТИ foe! fot! be) DO be! be! DO BCD BO Dei be Dei DG DO Dei be DED «рр 


. Fil 


трансграничних водах є незадовільним i не 
забезпечує дієвого і ефективного вирішення проб- 
лем повені на прикордонних водах. 

Як повідомили в прес-службі Рахункової палати, 
урядами обох країн не забезпечується необхідний 
об'єм робіт щодо недопущення відчуження території 

м 
4 
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Повінь може завдати 
Україні значну шкоду 


(ForUm)—Paxynkoga палата України i Вища 
палата контролю Республіки Польща за результа- 
тами аудиту прийшли до висновку, що стан фінан- 
сування і вико заходів щодо будівництва спо- 
руд проти повені, їх утримання, проведення про- 
тиерозійних 1 берегоукріплюючих робіт Ha 


і зміни проходження державної українсько- 
польського кордону. Внаслідок цього існує загроза 
втрати територій з обох боків. Зокрема, через 
інтенсивну бокову ерозію русла на окремих ділянках. 
існує загроза втрати території України загальною 
площею близько 100 гектарів. В Республіці Польща 
існує загроза втрати понад 30 гектарів території. 
При цьому органами місцевого самоврядування і 
управліннями водного господарства обох країн не 
забезпечується створення матеріально-технічних 
запасів на випадок повені. Як з української, так із 
польської сторони запаси не перевищують 3090 від 


запланованих. Встановлено, що ні в одному з шести 
перевірених органів місцевого самоврядування не 
виконувався план територіального господарювання 
на водах. В Україні ж заходи проти повені виконані 
в межах 30%, зних у Львівській області - на 44.495, 
у Волинській - 17,5%, передає «ЛІГА». 

Крім того, українськими аудиторами відзначено 
недостатній рівень співпраці територіальних общин 
і органів місцевого самоврядування на прикордонних 
водах, також відсутність регламентацій (норматив- 
но-правових актів) і низький рівень обміну інфор- 
мацією з питань ходу затоплення сірчаного кар'єру 
Яворівського IT XI «Сірка» і пропускної спромож- 
ності річки Шкло. 

В звіті аудиторами зроблений висновок про те, 
що недостатнє фінансування заходів проти повені в 
обох країнах приводить до поступового руйнування 
окремих ділянок споруд проти повені і ослаблення 
захисту проти повені в регіоні загалом. Мате- 
ріально-технічне забезпечення заходів проти повені 
з обох боків є незначним i не забезпечує безпеку 
громадян під час повеней. У зв'язку з цим підго- 
товлені рекомендації урядам обох країн для вирішен- 
ня даного питання. 


Україна потрапила в лідери 
завдяки мігрантам 


(Українська правдаЛнтерфакс-Україна)- Україна 
входить у першу п'ятірку країн, де проживають між- 
народні мігранти, і займає 4-е місце в цьому списку. 

Про це говориться в новій доповіді Генерального 
секретаря ООН Кофі Аннана, представленій на 
розгляд учасників 39-ої сесії Комісії з народо- 
населення 1 розвитку. 

Чисельність мігрантів з інших країн, що прожи- 
вають на території Росії, у 2005 році досягла 12,1 
мільйонів осіб. За цим показником, що складає 6,490 
відзагальної кількості мігрантів у світі, Росія посідає 
другу позицію після США (38,4 млн. осіб, або 
20,2%). 

Третє i четверте місце зайняли, відповідно, Німеч- 
чина (10,1 млн., 5,390) та Україна (6,8 млн., 3,695). 
Аннан підкреслює, що "з 1991 року Російська Феде- 
рація знаходиться в центрі різних міграційних 
потоків". 


ine Yin Yo 


(Еогі( Ли)  -Військовослужбовці 


"Відтік етнічних груп, батьківщина яких за кордо- 
ном, був більш ніж компенсований притоком 3,7 
мільйони осіб, що переїхали в РФ протягом 1992- 
1998 років з інших країн-членів СНД і держав 
Балтії", - відзначає генсекретар ООН. 

За його словами, "останнім часом у Російську 
Федерацію стало прибувати усе більше тимчасово 
працюючих мігрантів". 

"У період з 2000 по 2004 рік кількість дозволів на 
роботу, виданих Російською Федерацією, подвої- 
лася, досягши майже 400 тисяч", - заявив Аннан. У 
2004 році п'ять з восьми основних країн походження 
тимчасових мігрантів у Росію були членами СНД. 

Крім того, Аннан відзначає, що "чотири розвинені 
країни - Австралія, Канада, РФ і Чеська Республіка 
- активно заохочують міграцію для того, щоб 
збільшити кількість приїжджаючих до них мігрантів 
з метою задоволення своїх національних потреб". 


Українські миротворці 
готують техніку до весни 


націо- на спостережних постах, проведенням бла- 


бажає всім своїм Членам і всій Українській Громаді 
Веселих та Щасливих Великодніх Свят 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


SO-USE CREDIT UNION — Your financial institution today and tomorrow™ 


З 

= 

«З | нальної складової сумісного українсько- 
Ю | польського миротворчого батальйону 
«УкрПолбат» багатонаціональної бригади 
«East» сил КФОР у Косово почали ви- 
конання заходів щодо переведення озбро- 
єння і військової техніки на режим весняно- 
літньої експлуатації. 

Як повідомили в Управлінні прес-служби 
Міністерства оборони України, певні за- 
ходи особовий склад національної скла- 
дової «УкрПолбату» багатонаціональної 
бригади «East» сил КФОР проводить 
одночасно з виконанням миротворчих задач 
- патрулюванням зони відповідальності 
муніципалітету Штрпце, несенням служби 


ра» «Р» «Ре. «Р». «Г» «Р» «|к «Р» «р» 


Україною будуть 
(Українська правда)- -Колишні соратни- 
ки Ющенка попереджають, що Україною 


= будуть правити олігархи, Українська Ha— 
З 2265 Bloor St. W. www.so-use.com 512 Bristol Rd. W. #1 Pa проднансардиярзазвля Cry 1481) Se будь-яких 
М Тогопіо, ОМ 1-800-322-9274 Mississauga, ON QO | компромісних комбінацій при створенні 
% M6S 1P1 L5R 371 = | парламентської коаліції і формуванні уряду 
Чі бі Ж "владу контролюватимуть олігархи". 

З (416) 763-5575 (905) 568-9890 x 3 Про це сказано у заяві фракції УНП, яку 
SCID DED оререг С 4 березня з парламентської трибуни вигол-- 
gH Ph PRY TING TRG ING ARS HG 


осив представник фракції Степан Хмара, 


годійних акцій серед місцевого населення. 
Впродовж 10 днів планується обслужити 
понад 100 одиниць військової техніки, яка 
знаходиться на озброєнні контингенту. 
Передусім це машини, які залучаються до 
виконання миротворчих задач, зокрема 
«Хаммери», БРДМ-2М i УАЗИ, передає 
«УНІАН». 

Особливу увагу надається рульовому уп- 
равлінню і гальмівній системі автомобілів 
і броньованих машин. Їх надійність у 
гірських умовах, де доводиться виконувати 
бойові завдання нашим миротворцям, має 
першочергове значення для забезпечення 
безпеки руху. 


У Костенка попереджають, що 


правити олігархи 


повідомляє прес-служба партії. 

"За будь-яких компромісних комбінацій 
при створенні парламентської коаліції й 
формуванні уряду контролювати владу Oy— 
дуть олігархи, а їхні клани продовжувати-- 
муть боротьбу між собою за монопольне 
захоплення влади", - сказав Хмара. 

За його словами, склад парламенту п'я-- 
того скликання "є найбільш неукраїнським 
за всю історію незалежної України". 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, April 5 -18, 2006, 4 - 18 квітня, 2006 


Accepting an historic challenge| 


Victoria’s Ukrainian ey bolsters Ukrainian studies 


By Kari Moore 

The Ukrainian community of 
Victoria has accepted a challenge 
from the University of Victoria to 
develop a higher profile of Ukrai- 
nian Studies on campus. The joint 
initiatives of the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional and Business Association and 
the Ukrainian Studies Society have 
embarked on a fundraiser to estab- 
lish a $50,000 endowment for 
Ukrainian Studies at UVic. 

This follows the successful launch 
of a course on Modern Ukraine, 
cross-listed between the Depart- 
ments of history, Germanic and Rus- 
sian studies. This course was taught 
by newly appointed in 2001, Dr. 
Serhy Yekelchyk, a tenured Slavonic 
historian. 

At a March 11, endowment 
launch meeting, Professor Yekel- 
chyk outlined the benefits of such 
an endowment, enabling the Univer- 
sity to offer the Modern Ukraine 
course more frequently, scholarships 
and book awards and to host Ukrai- 
nian professors as guest lecturers 
from national and international Uni- 
versities. 

Both organizations pledged 
$5,000 each to initiate this historic 


$5.0) 


Kari Moore, President of the Ukrainian Professional & Business Asso- 
ciation and Robert Herchak, Secretary of the Ukrainian Studies Society 
boosted the $50,000 endowment challenge for Ukrainian Studies at the 
University of Victoria by pledging $5,000 each. Prof. Serhy Yekelchyk 
(centre) a tenured Slavonic historian initiated this historic challenge to 


the Ukrainian community last year. 


endeavour. To date the generous 
community pledges have totaled 
$25,000. Your support for the Ukrai- 
nian Studies Endowment will en- 
courage students at the University 
of Victoria to develop an interest in 
Ukraine and its new role in the 
world. 


Receipted donations are gratefully 
accepted, payable to the Ukrainian 
Studies Society, 3277 Douglas 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9. Your 
pledges will also assure the contin- 
ued presence of Ukrainian Studies 
at the University of Victoria, and in 
time benefit generations of students. 
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MONUME MONUMENT BUILDERS BUILDERS 


OF NORTH AMERICA 


Honour Your Family 


Work of Art 


Such monuments are available. 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 
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Courtesy Car ¢ Senior Citizen Discounts е Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta Т5Н 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


¢ Two Evening Zabavas / Beer Gardens 
» Trace Your Roots Map Work 

» Expanded Pioneer Demonstrations 

» Folk Art Display and Hall of Honour 


Радісних Свят Христового Воскресення 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


33rd ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
FESTIVAL 2006, JULY 7, 8, 9 
Vegreville 100th birthdate 
e 3 Grandstand Shows featuring from Ukraine "Schedryk" with 
Cheremosh, Vohon, Sopilka, Interlake Polka Kings, Tut Y Tum 


г Three Days of Ukrainian Dance Competitions 
» Ukrainian Band Performances All Weekend 


Plaque honouring Gareth Jones, to 
be unveiled at University of Wales 


(UCCLA)—May 2, a historical plaque 
honouring the Welsh journalist, Gareth R V 
Jones, will be unveiled at the University of 
Wales, Aberystwyth. 

Jones was one of the first Western journal- 
ists to travel to, and report truthfully on, the 
Great Famine of 1932-1933 in Soviet Ukraine, 
the Holodomor. For that he was denounced 
by the Soviet authorities and by their sympa- 
thizers in the West, including the notorious 
New York Times correspondent, Walter 
Duranty, who would go on to be awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for his supposedly objective re- 
porting on events in the Soviet Union. Jones 
was later murdered by Chinese bandits in 
Manchukuo, in August 1935. 

Following a Memorial Service in the Uni- 


versity Chapel, with remarks by Lord Elystan 
Morgan, president of the University, the tri- 
lingual (Welsh, English, Ukrainian) plaque will 
be unyeiled in The Quadrangle of the Old Col- 
lege by Dr Margaret Colley and Nigel Linsan 
Colley, relatives of the late Gareth Jones. 
Organized by the Ukrainian Canadian Civil 
Liberties Foundation, with the support of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox churches of Great Brit- 
ain and Canada, the Association of Ukraini- 
ans in Great Britain, the Ukrainian American 
Civil Liberties Association, and other donors, 
the bronze plaque is adorned with a bas relief 
of Gareth Jones, prepared by Toronto sculp- 
tor, Oleh Lesiuk. This is the first-ever histori- 
cal marker including not only the English and 
Welsh languages but Ukrainian as well. 


EU says tighter Transdnistrian 
border benefits all sides 


(RFE/RL)—The European Commission on 
April 4 defended customs measures imple- 
mented by Moldova and Ukraine to shut out 
illegal exports from Transdnistria. 

Commission spokeswoman Emma Udwin 
says she believes the initial problems at the 
Transdnistrian-Ukrainian border have been 
largely solved and that the self-imposed 
blockade by Transdnistria has ended. 

Udwin said the measures are in everyone’s 
interests. 

“We believe that it is extremely important 
that the value of the regime that has been put 
in place is understood by all parties,” she said. 


TransDnistrian leaders 


announce referendum on status 

(RFE/RL)—Leaders of Moldova’s breakaway 
TransDnistria region said on March 31 that they 
plan to hold a referendum to determine the fu- 
ture nature of relations with Chisinau, Reuters 
reported the same day. The announcement came 
a day after the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) announced that 
talks between TransDnistria and Moldova have 
been suspended indefinitely. “In these condi- 
tions, we believe that it is unacceptable to make 
any agreements with Moldova which might 
even partly hurt [TransDnistria’s] sovereignty,” 
a statement issued at a meeting of 
TransDnistrian officials said. 


“We have no intention of blockading 
[Transdnistria]. What we want to see is a trans- 
parent border that serves the interests of all 
and ensures that revenues that are due to 
Chisinau flow to Chisinau and not to 
Tiraspol.” 

Udwin also said the EU border monitoring 
mission operating in Moldova and Ukraine 
since late last year has made “some finds” in 
tracking down illicit goods and has identified 
ways in which border controls have so far 
been evaded. 

Udwin also reiterated the long-held EU 
policy of nonrecognition of Transdnistria. She 
said the EU “clearly supports the territorial 
integrity of Moldova.” 

That same day, officials in Transdnistria 
region claimed losses of $75.42 million in one 
month as a result of the new customs, Interfax 
reported on April 4. 

“This figure is already outdated, as the 
losses are growing every hour,” Transdnistrian 
Economy Minister Natalia Onilova said. The 
rules, which require goods crossing the 
Transdnistria portion of the Moldova-Ukraine 
border to clear Moldovan customs, went into 
effect on March 3. 

Moldova and Ukraine say the rules, sup- 
ported by the European Union, are an effort 
to curb smuggling. Transdnistrian officials 
have called them an “economic blockade.” 
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Vegreville Cultural Association 


Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph./Fax: (780) 632-2777 
www.vegrevillefestival.ca _ e-mail: vegrevillefestival.ca 
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4 Й, So-Use Credit Union 
ЖЕНЕ 


Minimum investment $1,000 


3.20%* 
3.50% * 


11 months 
14 months 


EARN EVEN MORE! 


Minimum investment $50,000 


14 months 4.00%* 


Let your money work 
for you! 
CALL or VISIT us 
TODAY! 


WATCH FOR OUR NEW MORTGAGE PRODUCT 
COMING IN APRIL! 


512 Bristol Rd. W. 
Mississauga L5R Z1 
(905) 568-9890 


Www.so-use.com 
1-800-323-2794 


2265 Bloor St. W., 
Toronto M6S 1P1 
(416) 763-5575 


* SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
Веселих Великодніх Свят! 


SAUSAGE MAKERS™| 


Delicatessen Meat Market 
Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 
menontcr TS » Wood smoked bacon 
» Smoked turkeys 
» Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
Freezer beef, veal, pork 
» Social packs 
» Kobassa with impeccable taste! 
» Hot from our own smokehouses. 


™ property of 
CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 


630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 
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Українському народові в Діяспорі та Україні, українським 
Церквам, церковним, громадським і політичним 
організаціям та нашому членству 1 прихильникам 
бажають 
Організації Українського Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


“| У Вашингтоні занепокоєні можливим 


‘We 


прем'єрством Юлії Тимошенко 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Утворення коаліції між Партією Регіонів та 
блоком "Наша Україна" у Верховній Раді буде nomi— 
тичною смертю для Віктора Ющенка - вважає 
професор політології Стенфордського університету 
Майкл МакФол. Він був один з учасників круглого 
столу у Вашингтонському Центрі Стратегічних та 
Міжнародних Досліджень (С515), присвяченого 
підсумкам українських виборів. За словами іншого 
експерта Майкла Гелцела, у неофіційних бесідах 
американські посадовці висловлюють сподівання, 
що новий український уряд буде сформований 
"помаранчевою коаліцією" у парламенті. Однак, в 
них існують застереження щодо можливого повер-- 
нення Юлії Тимошенко на посаду глави уряду. 

Більшість американських експертів називають 
Юлію Тимошенко справжньою переможицею пар-- 
ламентських виборів в Україні, Тепер, на їхню думку, 
вона претендуватиме на посаду Прем'єр Міністра 
або голови Верховної Ради. Водночас, за словами 
Майкла Гелцела, який довгий час працював у 
зовнішньополітичному комітеті Сенату США, бага- 
то хто у Вашингтоні стурбований можливим повер-- 
ненням Тимошенко у прем'єрське крісло: 

"В офіційного Вашингтона існує багато занепоко - 
єнь щодо непередбачуваності Тимошенко та її 
зацікавлення у реприватизації. Вона зробила багато 
корисного тим, що винесла на публічне обговорення 
газові угоди з Росією. Однак, враховуючи її профе-- 
сійне минуле, виникають сумніви щодо того, яку 
мету вона переслідувала." 

Американські експерти погоджуються, що пер-- 
шим наслідком поверення Тимошенко на посаду гла- 
ви уряду може стати перегляд російсько-україн- 
ських газових домовленостей. Водночас, колишній 
посол США в Україні Стівен Пайфер застерігає від 
надто різких кроків у напрямку скасування цих угод: 

"Українська сторона повинна бути обережна у 
тому, як саме вона розриватиме ці угоди. Захід 13 
симпатією поставився до України у цьому питанні 
не через те, що він хотів би аби Україна отримувала 
газ по 50 доларів за тисячу кубометрів. А через 
брутальність російського підходу, який полягав у 


відключенні газу посеред зими. Отже, якщо Україна 
відмовиться від угоди i це буде виключно її ініці-- 
атива, то вона не зможе розраховувати на таку саму 
підтримку, яку вона отримала у січні." 

Розбіжності Тимошенко та Ющенко у ставленні 
до газової угоди та інших питань можуть спричи- 
нити нове протистояння між ними, у випадку її 
призначення главою уряду. Це прогнозує професор 
політології Університету Джорджа Вашингтоні 
Генрі Гейл: 

"Ви побачите нову боротьбу. Сили Ющенка отри-- 
мали поразку на полі бою, але його союзники не Ha— 
лежать до тих осіб, хто легко здається у політичній 
боротьбі. Особливо представники бізнесу, в яких під 
загрозою сейрозні інтереси. Вони мають, що захи- 
щати. 

З ним погоджується і професор політології Стен-- 
фордського університету Майкл МакФол, який 
вважає, що Ющенко зробив стратегічну помилку, 
коли погодився на ототожнення свого імені їз блоком 
"Наша Україна". Тепер, надумку МакФола, вінзали- 
шиться заплямованим низькою підтримкою блоку. 
Інове прем'єрство Тимошенко перетворить Ющенка 
на слабкого президента. Говорить Майкл МакФол: 

"Ющенко не зміг за останні півтора року ефек- 
тивно використати президентскі повноваження. 
Отже, на це не варто чекати, особливо у випадку 
галасливого повернення Тимошенко, яку він сам і 
звільнив. Мені важко уявити собі, що він зможе 
відновити силу президентської посади." 

Утворення коаліції блоку Ющенка із партією 
Януковича може, на думку МакФола, призвести до 
втрати Україною демократичних здобутків. Вод- 
ночас, професор МакФол вважає, що і призначення 
Юлії Тимошенко на прем'єрську посаду може бути 
ризикованим для України. Він не певний, що Тимо- 
шенко зробила необхідні висновки з тих помилок, 
яких вона припустилася на чолі уряду минулого 
року. Американський політолог вважає, що пов- 
торення тих самих помилок призведе до розпуску 
парламенту вже восени цього року. І саме такий 
розвиток подій, на думку Майкла МакФола, буде 
найгіршим сценарієм для України. 


Бжезінський не боїться Тимошенко 1 
думає, що Янукович виправиться 


ун 


BUDUCHNIST 
CREDIT UNION — 


The Board, Committees and Staff of 
BUDUCHNIST CREDIT UNION 
extend warmest wishes for a Happy Easter! 


він. 


свої погляди. 


(Українська правда)- Україна має всі передумови для виконання 
вимог, необхідних для членства в Європейському союзі. 

Таку думку в інтерв'ю "Німецькій хвилі" висловив американський 
політолог Збігнєв Бжезінський. 

"Україна - це автентична європейська держава в культурному сенсі. 
"Тепер їй необхідні інституційні реформи, які дадуть можливість увійти 
до спільної Європи", - сказав він. 

За словами політолога, парламентські вибори в Україні є "підтвер- 
дженням великої демократичної перемоги, що сталася рік тому". 

Бжезінський заперечив чутки про те, що американська сторона 
побоюється можливого прем'єрства Юлії Тимошенко. 

"Сполучені Штати підтримують "помаранчеву" революцію, а хто 
буде прем'єром - це внутрішна українська справа. Головне, щоб цей 
уряд спирався на демократичні засади, скеровані на Європу", - сказав 


Щодо великої підтримки українськими виборцями Партії регіонів, 
Бжезінський висловив надію, що її лідер Віктор Янукович нині змінює 


В Київщині Тимошенко об'єдналася 
з СПУ та Нашою Україною 


(Українська правда) -Блок Юлії Тимошенко та Соцпартія 
підписали угоду про створення коаліції в Київській обласній раді. 

Обласні осередки БЮТ та СПУ домовилися спільно вирішувати 
соціальні та економічні проблеми Київщини, передає 5 канал. 

До коаліційної угоди можуть приєднатися всі демократичні сили, 
окрім Партії регіонів, кажуть представники обох партій. 

"Ключове питання якнайшвидше перейти до формування коаліції 
демократичних сил на всіх рівнях, починаючи від районів, міст та 
області з метою створення умов для вирішення нагальних соціально- 
економічних проблем області", - зазначив представник київського 
комітету СПУ Василь Сільченко. 

Меморандум про співпрацю як перший крок до створення 
майбутньої коаліцій підписали обласні організації "Нашої України", 
СПУ та БЮТ на Рівненшині, передає прес-служба Нашої України. 
За словами голови рівненської облорганізації Нашої України Віктора 
Матчука, "цей меморандум є відкритим, і до нього можуть 
приєднатися й інші політичні сили, які поділяють основні програмні 
засади". 

"Імовірно, в кінці тижня, у разі схвалення Центральною політрадою 
"Нашої України", буде укладено й відповідну угоду про створення 
коаліції", - додав Матчук. 
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While visiting Edmonton, Dr. Olena Huzar of Ternopil National Pedagogical University met with staff at the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies and the Ukrainian Language Education Centre. Pictured left to right: 
Kim Robinson, Marusia Petryshyn, Dr. Olena Huzar, Dr. Zenon Kohut, Nadia Prokopchuk, Anne Biscoe. 


New research helps Ukrainian 
language teachers, learners 


By Nadia Prokopchuk, Ukrainian Education 
Consultant, Saskatchewan Learning 

During the winter term of this academic year, the 
Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage at 
St. Thomas More College (STM), University of 
Saskatchewan, hosted a visiting professor from 
Ternopil’ National Pedagogical University (TNPU) in 
Ukraine. Dr. Olena Huzar, Chair of Ukrainian Philol- 
ogy, was the recipient of the prestigious postdoctoral 
Neporany Fellowship from the Canadian Foundation 
for Ukrainian Studies, administered by the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Alberta. Dr. Huzar was able to continue her research 
on the manuscript entitled Theory and Practice of 
Ukrainian Orthography in the Twentieth Century, and 
to teach an intermediate level Ukrainian language 
course at STM. Dr. Huzar’s continuing professional 
interest in the area of Ukrainian language education 
also led to collaboration on two initiatives with 
Saskatchewan Learning and the Saskatchewan Teach- 
ers of Ukrainian (STU). These initiatives will no doubt 
have positive benefits on teaching and learning strate- 
gies used in Ukrainian language programs at all levels 
of instruction, including Pre-Kindergarten, K-12 and 
post-secondary programming. 

The first initiative with Dr. Huzar involved on-site 
classroom research in order to observe the ways in 
which English language knowledge has influenced 
Ukrainian language speech patterns. Dr. Huzar visited 
several Ukrainian language classrooms during the 
month of February. She kept a running record of stu- 
dent vocabulary which sounded somewhat inaccurate 
or awkward from the perspective of a native speaker 
of Ukrainian. Working together with the Ukrainian 
Education Consultant from Saskatchewan Learning, 
Dr. Huzar’s observations were charted, analyzed and 
presented at the Saskatchewan Teachers of Ukrainian 
(STU) Annual Conference held on March 10", 2006 
at Holy Family School in Saskatoon. 

The STU conference session, titled ‘English Lan- 
guage Interference in Ukrainian Language Learning”, 
brought to light some problem areas where the influ- 
ence of English was most evident. For example, En- 
glish-speaking students quite naturally transfer the use 


Relics of GC martyr 
venerated in Lviv 


(RISU)—The relics of Blessed Mykola Charnetskyi 
were placed for veneration at the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church of St. Josaphat in Lviv on April 1 and 
Dp 

Lay people were able to touch the relics of the saint, 
to express personal gratitude, and to ask him for graces, 
as the “Lviv Gazette” reported. 

The solemn transfer of the relics of Blessed Mykola 
Charnetskyi to St Josaphat’s took place on July 4, 2002. 
Since that time the sanctuary has been a place of pil- 
grimage for thousands of faithful from all over Ukraine 
and abroad. Prior to that time, the relics were in Lviv’s 
Lychakivskyi Cemetery. 

During his visit to Lviv on June 27, 2001, Pope John 
Paul П beatified 28 Ukrainian martyrs and confessors, 
and Bishop Mykola Charnetskyi was one of them. 


of verbs such as любити (to like), дістати (to get) or 
покласти (to put) into Ukrainian sentences. In many 
cases, a more accurate or more specific Ukrainian verb 
is needed for clarity. Confusion with ‘false friends’ and 
‘false cognates’ is another common problem in Ukrai- 
nian, as well as most other languages. In the case of 
false cognates, a Ukrainian word may sound similar 
to its English counterpart, yet its meaning or interpre- 
tation may be different when used by native speakers. 
Examples include мітінг (meeting/ rally), фіксувати 
(to fix/to affix), графік (graphic/schedule/timetable), 
формально (formally/superficially), сеанс (sOance/ 
repeated sessions or shows). False friends are words 
which may carry two different meanings, often as a 
result of historical circumstances, cultural assimila- 
tion or local preferences. Examples include words such 
as овочі (fruit/vegetables), машина (machine/car), 
ручка (small hand/handle/pen), перо (pen/quill), пара 
(pair/steam/university class). 

Ukrainian language students can benefit from ex- 
plicit instruction about these differences. They will 
eventually be more prepared to read Ukrainian infor- 
mation on the internet, in newspapers, books or tele- 
vision programs, or to converse with speakers of Ukrai- 
nian from other parts of the world. Students will also 
grow in their appreciation and understanding of the 
language differences they will hear when travelling to 
Ukraine, or when speaking with baba and dido, the 
parish priest or a new student from Ukraine in their 
classroom. 

The STU session offered a number of practical sug- 
gestions for alternate verb choices, presentation of lan- 
guage variations and the use of synonyms, when ap- 
propriate. These suggestions can easily be incorporated 
into classroom instruction. 

Canadian speakers of Ukrainian have a strong back- 
ground as English language speakers and it is not sur- 
prising that a “fresh set of eyes and ears” is needed 
from time to time in order to analyze what has be- 
come a very natural transfer of language skills from 
the majority language to the minority language. 
Saskatchewan Ukrainian language teachers were for- 
tunate to have Dr. Huzar provide this fresh set of eyes 
and ears on the topic of language transfer. 

A second and more extensive collaborative venture 
with Dr. Huzar is in its initial stages of development 
and promises to be of major benefit to Ukrainian lan- 
guage learners at both the provincial and national level. 
The project involves the development of a Ukrainian 
pilot version of the European Languages Portfolio 
(ELP) for English speakers of Ukrainian. Language 
specialists and government officials from several prov- 
inces have strongly recommended that the European 
Languages Portfolio be adapted, piloted and promoted 
for all Canadian languages. Saskatchewan Learning 
has stepped up to the challenge by supporting the de- 
velopment of Ukrainian versions of the portfolios for 
field testing in our province. Dr. Huzar’s input into the 
initiative continues to be invaluable. es 

Dr. Huzar’s work with the students and teachers in 
the province is truly appreciated. It should be noted 
that university students across Canada will continue 
to have an opportunity to study with Dr. Huzar and the 
Ukrainian language professors in her department 
through STM’s Summer Study Abroad Program with 
Ternopil’ University. 
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If you have questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact me: 


Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 
1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB T5J 287 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 


Христос Воскрес! 
Christ is Risen! 


ED GIBBONS 


COUNCILLOR 
THE CITY OF EDMONTON 


2nd Floor, City Hall 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2R7 

Ph (780) 496-8138 Fax (780) 496-8113 
Email ed.gibbons@edmonton.ca 
Website www.edmonton.ca 


WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


best of the Easter season. 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE - 10123-99 STREET - EDMONTON, ALBERTA: T5J 3H1 
TEL (780) 423-6671 FAX (780) 420-6327 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
Веселих Великодніх Свят. 


Did you know that CIUS awards over $100,000 annually 
in grants and scholarships? Support Ukrainian studies 
by becoming a donor to the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 


Станьте меценатом КІУСУу 
КІУС| 
СІЦ5 


CIUS, 450 Athabasca Hall 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 


Tel: 780.492.2972 Fax: 780.492.4967 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www:cius.ca 


"WORKING FOR MULTICULTURALISM" 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at 
Grant MacEwan College is an endowed centre which fosters 
innovation, leadership and education. 


URDC is Canada's only Ukrainian Centre within a community 
college setting. In co-operation with community organizations, 
external agencies, post-secondary institutions and government, 
URDC develops and co-ordinates major cultural and educational 
projects and multicultural programming within the national and 


In addition to publishing a newsletter, URDC administers an 
awards program annually, in several different categories. 


For further information, or to receive URDC's newsletter, contact: 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 
Grant MacEwan College 

#215, 10050 MacDonald Drive, Edmonton, Alberta Т51 287 
Tel: (780) 497-4374; Fax: (780) 497-4377 

Email: admin@urdc.com 


«Допомагаймо 
Нашій Громаді» 
"Looking after 
Community's needs" 


WAN | 


bE 


| МАСЕ 


HAPPY EASTER! 
ВЕСЕЛИХ ВЕЛИКОДНІХ СВЯТ! 


BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES 
Anton M.S. Меіпук" 


Q.C., C.Arb., В.А., LL.B., LL.M. 


PHONE: (780) 428-8900 
Direct Extension 305 
FAX: (780) 429-8889 


888 CN TOWER, 
10004 - 104 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALTA T5J OK1 


* Denotes Professional Corporation 


Happy Easter! eyes 
Христос Воскрес! pie) 


mat 
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FP 


Gregory Panchyshyn, CFP 
Financial Consultant 
Investors Group Financial Services Inc., І.С. Insurance Services Inc.* 


12315 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton, AB T5N 3Y8 
Ph. (780) 488-3828 Ext. 253 1-800-880-8845 (toll Free) 
Fax (780) 488-3822 panchg1 @investorsgroup.com 


* License Sponsored by The Great West Life Assurance Company 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


З нагоди Світлого Празника 
Воскресіння Господа Нашого 
Ісуса Христа вітає всю 

єпархію, священство, 
духовенство, боголюбивих вірних 
і організації та засилає 

всім найщиріші побажання 
багато ласк від 

Воскреслого Христа. 


Всесв. о. Василь Гупало 
Адміністратор Едмонтонської Єпархії 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 


On the feast of the glorious Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Easter greetings to our hierarchy, clergy, religious, 

апа faithful and our sincerest best wishes for a happy and 
holy Easter! 


May the Risen Christ Bless You All! 


Right Rey. William Hupalo 
Administrator of the Edmonton Eparchy 


Централя Українців Католиків 
\ "(Gh PD ртонаїкеїівпаруівником 
y : СА 


Христового Воскресення 


x Zz щиро вітає голову Помісної 


Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого 
Патріярха Любомира, 
У Високопреосвященного 
5 Митрополита Лаврентія, 

си Всесв. 0. Василя Гупало, 
Gar Адміністратора Едмонтон- 

JP ка а ської Єпархії, усе Духовенство, 
fae Чернецтво, Мирян, Проводи i 
Членство Українських Громадських, Організацій та 
Інституцій та ввесь Український Нарід у світі. 


R Оля Глусь, голова Централі 
Йосип Синишин, голова Братства YKK 
Галя Сірман, голова ЛУКЖК 


Маргарета Батті, голова УКЮК 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC COUNCIL 
Edmonton Eparchy 


In celebration of Christ's Resurrection we wish the 
Ukrainian community a happy and blessed Easter. 


Olga Hlus, UCCC President 
Joseph Synyshyn, UCBC President 
Helen Sirman, UCWLC President 

Margaret Batty, UCYC President 


Дотації i 


Петро Саварин 

Альбертське товариство збереження української 
культури (AT3YK) на своїх зборах в Пластовому 
домі в Вдмонтоні, 21 лютого ц.р. схвалило цілий ряд 
дотацій різним організаціям, разом на суму $45,000, 
а came: $2,000 на Українську канадську суспільну 
службу, $2,000 на Західньо-Канадський збірник 
НТШ, $4,000 на Провінційну Раду KYK, $2,000 на 
Український Канадський Архів-Музей Альберти, 
$3,000 на Курси українознавства ім. Івана Франка, 
$2,000 на електронний підручник української мови, 
$3,000 на потреби студентів української мови, 
$2,000 на Українське музичне товариство Альберти, 
$3,000 на Український центр засобів і розвитку у 
Грент МекЮвен коледжі, $2,000 на Українську 
світову фундацію, $3,000 на Товариство приятелів 
українського села, $5,000 на Канадський інститут 
українських студій і $2,000 на Канадську фундацію 
українських студій. На умові, що ці дотації схвалить 
Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission. Ha цих же 
зборах АТЗУК рішило в принципі допомогати 
заснованню Катедри української діяспори при 
Альбертському Університеті і вислати $4,000 на 
Канадський фонд Дітям Чорнобиля (КФДЧ), відділ 
«Поможіть нам помагати дітям», який займається 
сиротинцями в Україні: $3,000 на стипендії, а $1,000 
на інші потреби. Досі, сироти в Україні одержали 
від АТЗУК понад $150,000. До речі, АТЗУК, за 25 
років свого існування уділило різним українським 
організаціям понад 2 мільйони долярів, а КФДЧ за 


Члени Дирекції АТЗУК 2006 р. 


Загальні Збори АТЗУК 
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час свого існування досі на різні проєкти в Україні 
понад 16 мільйонів. 

Загальні збори АТЗУК, відбулися 22 березня ц.р. 
в тому ж Пластовому Домі. Керували зборами 
голова 1 секретар Товариства, Олег Ільницький i 
Богдан Горіх. Після відкриття, ствердження кворуму, 
прийняття порядку нарад і схвалення протоколу із 
загальних зборів 17.3.2005 р., присутні заслухали 
усні звіти голови Олега Ільницького і скарбника 
Юрія Котовича, який побазував свій звіт на пись- 
мовому звіті бухгальтера. З черги, на місце помер-- 
лого члена Дирекції Мирона Базюка присутні виб-- 
рали Сергія Ціпка і перевибрали цілу минулорічну 
Дирекцію: на три роки - Бенедикта Блавацького, 
Олега Ільницького, Петра Саварина і Богдана Кліда, 
на два роки — Дарцю Васараб- Роланд, Івана Стад- 
ника, Юрія Котовича, Софію Скрипник і Михайла 
Саварина, а на один рік - Мирона Стефаніва, Любу 
Бойко-Бел, Олю Саварин, Богдна Горіха i Сергія 
Ціпка. Присутні також перевибрали управу в ми- 
нулорічному складі: Олег Ільницький — голова, Ми-- 
хайло Саварин - заступник, Богдан Горіх - писар, 
Юрій Котович - скарбник і попередний голова Петро 
Саварин - член. Двох членів Дирекції, Люба BouKo— 
Ben і Дарця Васараб- Роланд не взяли участи в за- 
гальних зборах, бо полетіли в Україну як OOcepBa— 
тори виборів до Верховної Ради. Наступне касіно 
Товариства відбудеться весною 2007 р. Дякуючи 
присутнім (13) за участь і співпрацю, голова Олег 
Ільницький закрив збори о год. 8:30 вечора. 


З Y з Фе 

а Україну, 
Спомин Михайла Станислава Кучера 

В-во «Мінотавр», Нововолинськ, 2005. ст. 128. 

Спомин Михайла Кучера цінні тим, що він описує 
свою службу в Дивізії, перервану захворюванням 
на запалення легенів (у той час смертоносним), а 
далі перебування у шпиталі, виздоровній сотні й у 
запасному полку. Про такі воєнні «подвиги» мало 
хто писав. Закінчивши рекрутський вишкіл у 
Гайделягрі й підстаршинський - піхотних гармат — 
у Бресляв- Лісса, повернувся до кадри в Нойгаммері, 
де під час одного нічного алярму промок до нитки і 
захворів. Тим самим він не поїхав до старшинської 
школи, як був намічений. 

У шпиталі опіка була дуже добра. Повернувшись 
з шпиталю до Дивізії в Нойгаммер, уже після боїв 
під Бродами, він їздив до великого робітничого 
табору втікачів у Штрасгофі біля Відня ескортувати 
нових рекрутів до Дивізії. Описує, як відбувалося 
оте вербування. 

Згодом був у запасному полку у Словаччині, 
марширував до Австрії, де застав його кінець війни. 
Попав у полон червоних тітовців, втік i пройшов 
полон в Італії, в Англії, звідки емігрував до Канади. 

Осівши в Едмонтоні, Михайло Кучер був 
активним діячем в громадському житті, головою 
відділу K YK, головою Станиці Братства кол. вояків 
1-ої УД YHA, членом Крайової управи й членом 
управи інших організацій. 

М. Кучер народився в заможній родині. Батько 
був учасником Визвольних змагань. Змалку бабця 
вщепила йому гордість, кажучи: «Ти є українчик, 
твердий, як камінчик». Батько загинув в гулагу, а 


За Її Волю! 


мати померла на засланні в Сибіру. 

У книжці поміщені світлини й документи з його 
життя і діяльности. Тверда кольорова обкладинка. 
Про спомин пише Василь Гнатюк: 

Легко сучасній людині, особливо ідеологічно 
заангажованій, накладати кліше на минуле і судити 
його з свого кута зору і однозначно. Але набагато 
тяжче і складніше жити в ті переломні, драматичні 
часи, коли вирішуються долі народів, держав, 
цивілізації. Значно складніше конкретній людині 
зорієнтуватися в цих заплутаних процесах, не 
розгубитися, залишитися вірним голосові своєї 
совісті, особливо, коли ця людина патріот своєї 
Батьківщини, поневоленої, розчленованої, коли 
батько йде на сина, брат на брата в ім'я, здавалось 
би, великих цілей. 

Про драматичний і довгий життєвий шлях 
боротьби за Україну, за її волю розповідає Михайло 
Кучер у своїх споминах. Книга зацікавить всіх 
небайдужих до долі нашої Батьківщини, тих, що 
особисто боролися за неї, а також тих, хто вивчає її 
недалеке минуле і не хотів би його повторення ні в 
яких формах. 

Вдумливе прочитання книги сприятиме розумінню 
складних процесів, що проходили в Україні, 
примирення в суспільстві заради становлення єдиної 
самостійної держави. 

Роман Колісник 
Р.5. Книжку замовляти «Вісті Комбатанта». Ціна 
книжки $10 + $2.50 почтова оплата. Weterans’ News; 
P.O. Box 279, STN. “D”; Toronto, Оп. M6P 319, 
Canada, a6o: Michael S. Kucher, 10516 - 135A Ave, 
Edmonton, AB T5E 159, Canada. 
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Maverick banker wins 
Kyiv’s mayoral election 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)— The mayoral election in 
Kyiv, which was held simultaneously with the national 
parliamentary elections on March 26, produced a sen- 
sation. Leonid Chermovetsky, a maverick nouveau riche 
whose bid for city hall was hardly taken seriously in 
the beginning, came out ahead. While the two favor- 
ites in the race, incumbent mayor Oleksandr 
Omelchenko and former international boxing champion 
Vitaly Klitchko, heavily relied on the mass media and 
support from established political parties, banker 
Chernovetsky opted for door-to-door campaigning and 
what he calls “charity,” but prosecutors suspect to be a 
case of mass vote buying. 

Chernovetsky won the election scoring almost 32% 
of the votes, trailed by Klitchko with 24% and 
Omelchenko with 21%. Klitchko hurried to congratu- 
late Chernovetsky when just 15% of the votes had been 
counted. But Omelchenko, reluctant to vacate his post 
after a decade, has pledged to fight in the courts, claim- 
ing that his rivals used illegal methods. So, despite 
Chernovetsky’s victory in the election, the fight is not 
over for him. 

After working as a prosecutor, Chernovetsky, 55, 
founded Pravex, now one of Ukraine’s top 30 banks, at 
the height of the perestroika era in the late 1980s. He 
ran for president of Ukraine in 2004, but performed 
very modestly in the first round, and backed Viktor 
Yushchenko in the subsequent rounds. Chernovetsky 
has sat in parliament since 1996, earning a dubious 
reputation for being simultaneously an ostentatious 
moralist and a troublemaker. He once nearly knocked 
down a rival tycoon in a fistfight and the Communists 
complained that he verbally insulted them from the ros- 
trum, but he also drafted more than 120 bills, mostly 
on public morals and corruption. 3 

Chernovetsky’s lifestyle is unique. Unlike many other 
post-Soviet tycoons, he does not try to hide his wealth. 
Chernovetsky was one of the first Ukrainians to buy a 
Maybach and a Mercedes McLaren, cars costing in the 
region of $500,000 each. As a prominent member of 
the Embassy of God, a Kyiv-based charismatic church, 
Chernovetsky once sent copies of the Bible to all mem- 
bers of parliament and, as he claimed in an interview 
on the church’s website, “to all judges in Ukraine.” 

In his mayoral campaign, Chernovetsky targeted the 
poor and the underprivileged, especially the elderly, 
most of whom were impoverished by the wild capital- 


Rada rejects vote recount 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna Rada on April 4 re- 
jected demands for a complete recount of votes in the March 26 parlia- 


mentary elections. 


The measure was supported by a number of smaller parties that failed 
to secure seats in parliament. It received 198 votes in favor, falling below 


the 226 votes it needed to pass. 


Among those parties that called for a recount are the pro- Yushchenko 
Pora-PRP, the bloc led by Parliament Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn, and 


Natalya Vitrenko’s People’s Opposition party. 


The parties that did secure seats in parliament said they would support 
recounts only in individual precincts, based on court orders. 

International observers have praised the elections as free and fair, and 
President Viktor Yushchenko has declared the vote Ukraine’s most demo- 


cratic ever. 


Hundreds of demonstrators gathered outside parliament April 4 to de- 


mand a recount. 


Three days earlier Yushchenko urged the Central Election Commission 
(CEC) to examine requests for a recount of the March 26 legislative elec- 


tions. 


In his first major public comments since the vote, Yushchenko also called 
upon CEC chief Yaroslav Davydovich to act “in strict accordance” with 
the legislation. Yushchenko also criticized Ukraine’s political leaders for 
allegedly being more interested in arguing over ministry portfolios than 


in the country’s future. 


At the same April 4 session, the Ukrainian parliament passed a bill lim- 


ism that accompanied the transition to a market 
economy. He distributed his own newspaper for free, 
mostly in poor neighborhoods, so many of the better- 
off Kyivites apparently were not even aware of 
Chernovetsky’s mayoral ambition. His team also of- 
fered free legal advice and medical services and handed 
out food not only through his network of charity cen- 
ters, but also directly delivered to the apartments of the 
needy. 

What Chernovetsky calls “charity” his rivals allege 
is an illegal campaign tool. Omelchenko has sued 
Chernovetsky over the food and money handouts, de- 
manding that the mayoral election be invalidated. On 
April 3, the head of the Kyiv electoral commission, 
Halyna Bilyk, announced that Kyiv prosecutors had 
opened a criminal case to investigate allegations of mass 
voter bribery by Chernovetsky. He promptly denied the 
charge and accused Omelchenko of trying to disrupt 
the election. 

He may have a difficult time not only in the courts, 
but also in the city executive, where Omelchenko left 
behind many of his appointees and cronies. Immedi- 
ately on hearing the news that he was ahead in the race, 
Chernovetsky said his first step as mayor would be to 
dismiss district heads in Kyiv. A bit later, however, he 
promised that he would not sack anybody. “Work qui- 
etly, I love and respect you,” UNIAN news agency 
quoted him as saying. 

Chernovetsky, however, said that he would use poly- 
graphs to determine who should work in the town hall 
and who should not. Among other non-conventional 
measures suggested by Chernovetsky are direct elec- 
tions of district physicians and neighborhood police. A 
Russophone originating from eastern Kharkiv, 
Chernovetsky also pledged to learn to speak Ukrainian. 

Chernovetsky’s eponymous bloc of parties also per- 
formed surprisingly well in the Kyiv city council race. 
The Bloc of Chernovetsky finished second behind the 
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc, beating such usually strong 
parties as the pro-presidential Our Ukraine, Pora, the 
Party of Regions, and the Socialists. The Tymoshenko 
and Our Ukraine factions have already indicated their 
willingness to cooperate with Chernovetsky’s people. 
The composition of his bloc, however, may give 
grounds for accusations of nepotism; Ukrayinska 
pravda calculated at least three of Chernovetsky’s rela- 
tives will now sit on the city council, including his son 
Stepan. з 


May the Spirit of Easter bring you peace апа happiness. 
Happy Easter! 


Alann J. Nazarevich 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Tax, Corporate & Estate Planning 


9803 - 31 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TON 1C5 


Tel: (780) 430-0363 
Fax: (780) 430-0984 
anazar @telusplanet.net 


THE METROPOLITAN ANDREY SHEPTYTSKY INSTITUTE 
OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN STUDIES 


announces the 


20th Annual Summer Intensive Program 
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The Way of a Pilgrim 
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Cost of the program: 
$1,995 CDN (includes tuition, room & board) 
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Other program features: 
Field trips to Eastern Christian churches, centres and monasteries; 
Access to Saint Paul University's world-class theological library; 
Participation in Canada Day festivities and visits to local attractions. 
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| 5 The Art and Passion 
| Ж of Chester Kuc 
=A” Continues to May /th 


iting the immunity of local councilors from prosecution. The bill allows 
to instigate criminal proceedings against local-council deputies for the 
prosecutor-general, the deputy prosecutor-general, the prosecutor of the 
Crimean Autonomous Republic, and the city prosecutors of Kyiv and 
Sevastopol. 


SPECIAL PROGRAM: 10 am to Noon APRIL 6 & 20 
Join Chester Kuc in the Spotlight Gallery to discuss the art of the Ukrainian 
Easter egg, its history and his passion. Learn about the symbolism and origin 
behind some of the 2,500 eggs on display. Included with admission, 


Russia ready to cooperate 


(RFE/RL)—Russian President Vladimir Putin told his Ukrainian coun- 
terpart Viktor Yushchenko March 29 that Moscow was ready to closely 
cooperate with Kyiv following Ukraine’s parliamentary elections. Putin, 
in a telephone call, congratulated Yushchenko on the completion of the 
March 26 elections. He said the vote demonstrated the predominant aspi- 
rations of Ukrainian citizens to develop comprehensive relations with 
Russia. The two leaders also discussed Putin’s visit to Ukraine later this 
year. A date for the visit has yet to be set. 
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WHERE YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS 


R.J,’s Tours 


We specialize in escorted group tours & individual 
travel services to & within Ukraine, we have our 
own English speaking staff in Ukraine 


October 8 to 19, 2006 
Our annual 790 CFCW Country Music Tour to Nashville, Branson, 
Dollywood and Memphis. This tour is jam packed with Country 
entertainment. In Nashville we'll be staying at the World famous 
Opryland Hotel. We include 2 meals a day, all shows and more. 
Escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. 


November 27 to December 4, 2006 

Our popular 2nd annual Christmas Country Music tour to 
Nashville & Branson with accommodation in Nashville at the 
Opryland Hotel. 

Escorted by Patricia. So much included! 


January 19 to February 3, 2007 

This tour is over half sold out. We'll be aboard the 5 star Celebrity 
Cruise luxury liner the "Summit". 

Many ports of call and escorted by Robert J. Tomkins. 

Booking deadline is May 7, 2006. 


February 8 to 23, 2007 

What a treat awaits you at this 5 star property called the Gala 
Resort in Huatulco, Mexico. This is an all-inclusive vacation 
escorted by Patricia. 


Also coming up in February our annual all-inclusive tour to 
Varadero Beach, Cuba 
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Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS. 
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Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 

Also on the internet Sunday 8-10 pm (MST) 

Go to www.tourukraine.com & click on "Zabava Show" 
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Kremlin strategists ponder 
implications of Ukrainian poll 


By Igor Torbakov 

(Jamestown Foundation)—As Ukrainian political 
forces are engaged in tough backstage bargaining to 
form a ruling coalition in the newly elected parliament, 
Russia is warily eyeing its western neighbor’s political 
scene following the March 26 poll. Although the party 
of Moscow’s old favorite won the largest number of 
votes of all the five groupings that entered the Ukrai- 
nian legislature, the Kremlin’s ability to influence 
Kyiv’s domestic and foreign policy appears to be rather 
tenuous, according to analysts. 

The government of Russian President Vladimir Putin 
seems to have learned a lesson after its rude interfer- 
ence in Ukraine’s 2004 presidential election led to an 
embarrassing fiasco. This time round, the Russian “po- 
litical technologists” largely stayed away from the 
Ukrainian campaigning, and overall the Kremlin ex- 
pressed its preferences with regard to the neighboring 
country’s political parties and individual politicians far 
more cautiously. 

In a March 28 statement, the Russian Foreign Min- 
istry described Ukraine’s electoral process as an “acute 
political struggle” but noted that Russian and interna- 
tional observers, who monitored the March 26 vote, 
concluded that the election was valid. “In seeking to 
build a system of interstate relations based on principles 
of equality, friendship, pragmatism, and mutually ben- 
eficial cooperation, Russia looks forward to an inten- 
sive dialogue with the Ukrainian president, new cabi- 
net, and new Verkhovna Rada,” the ministry said. 

But all the stated good intentions notwithstanding, 
the Kremlin is clearly bothered by three developments 
that have the potential to powerfully affect Russia- 
Ukraine relations: the growing “unpredictability” of 
Uksaine’s domestic politics, the precarious status of the 
energy agreement between the two countries, and 
Kyiv’s seemingly inexorable drift toward the Euro- 
Atlantic institutions. 

Most Russian pundits agree that the recent Ukrai- 
nian elections once again underscored that politically, 
geographically, and linguistically, Ukraine is a divided 
country. However, the plurality of votes garnered by 
Viktor Yanukovych’s allegedly “pro-Russian” Regions 
of Ukraine Party will not necessarily lead to Moscow 
having more leverage over Kyiv’s politics. The trick is 
that the various dividing lines cutting across Ukraine 
prevent the executive — or any other branch of power, 
for that matter — from forming what in Russia and 
other post-Soviet lands is known as a “party of power.” 
Ukzaine’s pronounced regional differences, so vividly 
reflected in the voting patterns, coupled with the re- 
cently enacted constitutional changes that gave more 
political clout to the local parliament, paved the way 
for the emergence of a political system in Ukraine that 
differs markedly from those existing in the other former 
Soviet republics. It is a system where there is no abso- 
Jute winner. “From now on, no one in Ukraine will enjoy 
absolute power,” one perceptive Russian observer has 
noted. 


Some Russian experts warn that such a model is in- 
herently unstable and will perpetuate the acute inter- 
party strife and continuous political crises. Russian- 
Ukrainian relations will suffer from this instability, they 
argue: the relationship between the two countries will 
remain a contentious issue in Ukraine’s domestic poli- 
tics and will be hotly debated among the Russian policy 
elite as well. 

But other Moscow analysts disagree, pointing to the 
fact that, regardless of the endless coalition split-ups 
and inevitable government changes, the basic principle 
— namely, the inability to usurp absolute power — 
will remain intact, thus providing the system with a 
degree of stability. 

In fact, if Ukraine succeeds in further modernizing 
and liberalizing its political and economic system, some 
liberal-minded Russian theorists argue, this will seri- 
ously affect the political situation inside Russia. The 
real problem in the relations between the two Slavic 
countries that the recent Ukrainian ballot has so strongly 
highlighted is that Moscow and Kyiv are moving along 
increasingly divergent trajectories: the former is headed 
toward an authoritarian political system and state capi- 
talism dominated by Kremlin-connected business 
groups, while the latter is struggling, however incon- 
sistently, to build a socio-economic system largely mod- 
eled on the European template. In this sense, Russian 
liberal thinkers note, the Kremlin is not terribly inter- 
ested in Kyiv’s democratic breakthrough, lest the 
neighbor’s example become too enticing for the Rus- 
sian populace to emulate. 

The likely prospect of the new government in Kyiv 
revising the controversial Russian-Ukrainian energy 
agreement constitutes another Kremlin concern. The 
gas deal concluded earlier this year caused an outcry 
among Ukraine’s political class across the board — both 
in the west and the east of the country. Some Russian 
strategists, likely seeking to preempt Kyiv’s move to 
revise the deal, suggest the energy problem become a 
matter of a trilateral dialog among Russia, Ukraine, and 
the European Union. But a number of Russian experts 
point out that under the terms of the contracts with the 
Europeans, Russia sells gas to the EU countries on the 
western, not eastern, border of Ukraine; consequently, 
any future problems with Kyiv over the price of gas or 
transit tariffs are Moscow’s own headache that, even 
from a legal point of view, cannot be passed on to the 
EU. 

Finally, there is a perceived threat of Ukraine’s join- 
ing NATO in the near future — some Russian experts 
mention a time span of two to four years. This process 
is seen in Moscow as inevitable, regardless of which 
political force — a “pro-Western” or a “pro-Russian” 
one — is the senior partner in a coalition government 
in Ukraine. The Kremlin appears to be slowly coming 
to grips with the reality that has recently been described 
by one influential Russian commentator as follows: “In 
Ukraine, there never were and cannot be pro-Russian 
politicians.” 


Yushchenko assures US of pro-West course 


(Ukrainian Journal)— President Viktor Yushchenko 
assured U.S. Vice-President Dick Cheney on March 
30 that Ukraine will continue course on European in- 
tegration and economic reforms following the March 
26 general election, Yushchenko’s press service re- 
ported. 

Cheney spoke with Yushchenko by phone as the Cen- 
tral Election Commission had completed counting bal- 
lots in a vote that had given moderate pro-Russian 
group, the Regions Party, the first place in the tally. 

The strong showing by the Regions Party spurred 
speculations in some western media of a possible policy 
change in Ukraine that may follow the election. 

But the government, and now the president, have 
been stressing this week that Ukraine will continue its 
pro-Western course, such as plans to join NATO in 2008 
and the European Union in 2015. 

The stakes were high in the election as the Regions 
Party campaigned on a pro-Russian platform, while 
three other main parties, including Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukraine, have been emphasizing a pro-Western course. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin apparently encour- 
aged by the Regions Party’s performance, spoke with 
Yushchenko by phone on March 29 seeking to boost 
strategic cooperation between Ukraine and Russia. 

Putin told Yushchenko that results of the ballot — in 
which the pro-Russian opposition came in a decisive 
first place and the president’s party finished a humili- 
ating third — were “a reflection of the prevalent aim 
among Ukrainians toward the utmost development of 
relations with Russia.” 


Yushchenko’s talks with Putin, and now with Cheney, 
underscore a growing rivalry between the U.S. and Rus- 
sia in the former Soviet Union as Washington has been 
seeking to promote democracy throughout the region. 

Instead, Russia has been increasingly backing au- 
thoritarian regimes, such as President Alexander 
Lukashenka’s of Belarus and President Islam Karimov 
of Uzbekistan. Both leaders crushed opposition forces 
in their countries and have been using a pro-Russian 
rhetoric helping Russia to elevate its geopolitical im- 
portance. 

By sharp contrast, Ukraine’s election has been praised 
by the U.S. and by the E.U. as democratic and fair. 


Crimean village election 
winner beaten to death 


(MosNews)—The winner of a village election in 
Crimea has died after being beaten, Interfax-Ukraine 
reported March 30. Republican Party candidate 
Anatoliy Symonenko had gained the most votes in the 
election for head of the village of Myrnyy, near 
Уеураїопіуа, according to the local electoral commis- 
sion. Black Sea TV quoted witnesses as saying he had 
been beaten with truncheons by two unidentified people 
on 29 March. He was taken to hospital in a grave con- 
dition, failed to regain consciousness and died on the 
morning of March 30. Yevpatoriya police have opened 
a criminal investigation under the supervision of the 
Ukrainian interior minister. 
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Yushchenko faces tough 
choice in forming coalition 


By Valentinas Mite 

(RFE/RL) —President Viktor Yushchenko’s party suf- 
fered a humiliating third-place finish in Ukraine’s 
March 26 parliamentary elections, but is still in a posi- 
tion to determine the shape of the new government by 
joining a coalition with one of the two leading parties. 

Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc faces a tough choice 
— its 81 seats can help form a solid majority in a coa- 
lition with the winner of the elections, former rival 
Viktor Yanukovych’s Party of Regions. 

Or, it could repair its estranged relationship with the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, which finished second, in 
an effort to form a three-party coalition including the 
Socialist Party of Ukraine. Both marriages of conve- 
nience pose potential pitfalls. 

Tatyana Stanovaya, who heads the analytical depart- 
ment at the Center for Political Technologies, a Mos- 
cow-based think tank, says choosing Tymoshenko as a 
partner would be politically advantageous for the presi- 
dent. 

“Tn fact, for Yushchenko the scenario of uniting with 
Tymoshenko is a perfect one, but only if Yuliya 
[Tymoshenko] abandons her pretensions of heading the 
government,” Stanovaya said. 

Tymoshenko has made no secret of her desire to re- 
gain her position as prime minister, and analyst 
Stanovaya believes that chances are high that she would 
refuse any other cabinet position. 

But while Tymoshenko and Yushchenko share pro- 
Western principles, Stanovaya concedes that forming 
a coalition with the pro-Russian Party of Regions might 
be easier for the president. 

“Tn the second case [a coalition with Yanukovych] 
there are fewer obstacles and it is less complicated and 
easier,” Stanovaya said. 

Others envision further obstacles to a Yushchenko- 
Tymoshenko reunion. 

Oksana Shuliar, an analyst at the Institute of the Euro- 
Atlantic Cooperation think tank in Kyiv, says that talk 
of another Tymoshenko premiership could scare away 
foreign investment. 

“Already now, many British experts have expressed 
their concern that Tymoshenko’s premiership will cause 


Rada again fails to swear 
in constitutional judges 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on April 4 failed to swear in six Con- 
stitutional Court judges who were appointed to that body by the Congress 
of Judges and President Viktor Yushchenko last year, Ukrainian news agen- 


cies reported. 


The Party of Regions caucus blocked the parliamentary rostrum as well 
as the government’s and the president’s seats in the session hall during the 


debate on the issue. 


Yushchenko, who was expected to attend the planned swearing-in cer- 


emony, did not show in the parliament. 


It was the third time that lawmakers torpedoed the procedure of estab- 
lishing the judges in office and reactivating the Constitutional Court, which 


ground to a halt in October. 


The same day, some Ukrainian media reported that Constitutional Court 
Chairman Vasyl Malyarenko and four other Constitutional Court judges 


have tendered their resignations. 


Some political forces in Ukraine fear that President Yushchenko could 
use the Constitutional Court to cancel the 2004 constitutional reform, which 
limits his prerogatives in favor of the parliament and the cabinet. 

In January, Yushchenko announced that he may seek a referendum on 


a very big flight of investment from Ukraine,” Shuliar 
said. “Investors might start doubting whether to invest 
in Ukraine — as Tymoshenko’s premiership was 
marked by calls for reprivatization and creating stricter 
rules for privatization.” 

In addition, it is plausible that in the event that 
Tymoshenko were to regain her position as prime min- 
ister, the president would have a harder time checking 
her power this time around. This is in part due to re- 
duced presidential powers courtesy of new constitu- 
tional amendments, and because of the political strength 
Tymoshenko gained by finishing ahead of the 
president’s party in the recent elections. 

Shuliar believes that for investment, a Yushchenko- 
Yanukovych alliance makes more sense. But such a 
convergence would also mark a return to the past, as it 
would serve to unite business and politics — the sepa- 
ration of which was one of the main aims of the Or- 
ange Revolution. 

“The east of the country is more industrial, all big 
business is mainly in the east and it is represented, of 
course, by the Party of Regions,” Shuliar said: “It [a 
Yanukovych- Yushchenko alliance] will be a minus. 
There were many calls [during the Orange Revolution] 
to make a clear division between the authority and busi- 
ness. But in case of this big coalition — the one be- 
tween the Party of Regions and Our Ukraine — there 
will be no division between the authority and business.” 

Meanwhile, others believe that Yushchenko is in a 
lose-lose situation, as an alliance with either of the two 
parties will weaken his credibility and hinder his po- 
litical future. 

However, analyst Stanovaya says there is no third 
Way, as a coalition between the Party of Regions and 
the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc is out of the question. 
Stanovaya says Tymoshenko has characterized 
Yanukovych as an evil force in the hands of the Krem- 
lin, while Yanukovych has described Tymoshenko as 
unpredictable and too ambitious. 

Sohat leaves Yushchenko. holding the cards, and 
while Our Ukraine has announced that it will not de- 
cide on a coalition partner before April 7, the clock is 
ticking. 
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this reform. 

Meanwhile, the outgoing Verkhovna Rada decided on April 4 that it 
will convene for its last sitting on April 26, when Ukraine is to mark the 
20th anniversary of the Chornoby] nuclear accident. 


Putin wants recount in Ukraine 


(ForUm)—Russia President Vladimir Putin has demanded a manual 
recount of ballots in Ukraine’s parliamentary elecyion. Putin nmade the 
comment during a press conference in Moscow, April 1. 

Vladimir Vladimirovich claimed that there were falsifications during. 
“T don’t believe that ‘Party of Putin’s policy’ gained only 0.12% of votes,” 
noted Putin 

According to him, a recount would show show that this party took 
3.15%, breaking the eligibility barrier for representation. 
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e Близько автобусової лінії 
» Каплиця в будинку 
| |- Приміщення для відвідин 
| " Клюб сеньйорів 
e Суспільні програми 


Rent: 30% of Total Income 
Рент: 30% від цілої платні - 
Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 
Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство 
Марлін Крокош - Адміністратор 


~S YOUR WORLOWIDEk TRAVEL AGENT 
OUR EIGHTH ALL-INCLUSIVE 
TOUR OF UKRAINE 


JUNE 5 - JUNE 22, 2006 


Cities we will visit in Ukraine: 
Lyiv * Ternopil « Pochaiv х [vano-Frankivs*k * Yaremchie * Kolomiya 
Chernivtsi * Khotyn Castle * Kamenets-Podilski * Vinnytsa * Uman 
Cherkasy * Капіу * Kyiv * The Black Sea х The Carpatian Mountains 


ТУР ГО VKPAIHI 


Ми відвідаємо міста: 


Львів " Тернопіль * Олеско * Почаїв " Івано-Франківськ 
Яремча * Чернівні * Хотин " Кам'янень-Полвльський 


Вінниця " Умань * Черкаси * Канів " Київ 
5 4599 


Чорне Море * Карпатські Гори 
DBLE / PER PERSON 


CALL TODAY 


Prices do not include ps and insurance 


ONLY 4 SEATS LEFT !! 


1-800-303-4342 - ask for Dorothy 


HAPPY EASTER! 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


447-2222 


РАХ: 447-1984 
WESTERN CANADA TOLL FREE PHONE: 1-800-232-7385 


www.wilbert.ca 
- HOLDING TANKS 


SEWAGE SYSTEMS 
SP: 
* PUMPS 


FOR FARMS, ACREAGES 
We carry a complete supply of accessories 


AND SUBURBAN HOMES 
16910 - 129 Ave., Edmonton 


Park. 
Wemorial, 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD" 


SERVING THE 
UKRAINIAN 
COMMUNITY 


* reception centre available 


- SEPTIC TANKS 


(adjacent to funeral home) з 
* family owned since 1941 » 
0 prearranged funeral specialists - 


* wheelchair accessible « 


426-0050 » 24 HRS. 
9709 - 111 AVENUE 
Visit us at: 


www.parkmemorial.com 


Jerry Smolyk, President 
Kristie Smolyk, Vice President 
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Putin puts the gas 
Squeeze on Lukashenka 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—Only afew weeks after being reelected, 
Belarusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenka could 
now face a gas war with Russia. 

Things looked much rosier in December 2005. Rus- 
sia and Belarus signed a one-year contract for 2006 
gas deliveries at US$46.68 per 1,000 cubic meters. In 
return, Belarus agreed to complete on schedule its sec- 
tion of the Yamal-Europe pipeline, which will trans- 
port gas to Germany via Poland. Belarus also agreed to 
resolve problems regarding the leases for land on which 
Russian compressor stations are to be built. 

Meeting with Lukashenka in Sochi on Dec. 15, 
2005,Russian President Vladimir Putin backed 
Lukashenka in the forthcoming presidential election. 
Putin was optimistic about ties with Belarus. 

But the spirit of bonhomie wasn’t in existence on 
March 30 when Miller met with Belarusian Energy 
Minister Alyaksandr Ageyev and Dimitry Kazakoy, the 
head of Beltranshaz, the Belarusian state company that 
owns and operates the country’s gas-pipeline network. 

Miller gave them advance notice that in 2007 Belarus 
will be charged European rates for Russian gas deliy- 
eries. Western European buyers of Russian gas now 
pay approximately $230 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

The official reason for this was later explained by 
the Russian ambassador to Belarus, Aleksandr Surikoy, 
who said that the price increase was needed in order 
for Russia to be accepted into the World Trade Organi- 
zation, Belapan news agency reported on March 31. 

Some analysts have suggested that Gazprom’s an- 
nouncement could be meant to lessen criticism of 
Russia’s use of gas as a tool of foreign policy prior to 
Group of Eight (G-8) industrialized countries’ summit 
in July. The topic of energy security will top the agenda 
at the meeting. Russia, which is currently the chair of 
the G-8, could then say it is being even-handed in its 
gas-pricing policy and is selling to friend and foe alike 
at “European prices.” 

Syarhey Zvanko, head of the Department for Russia 
and the Union State in the Belarusian Foreign Minis- 
try, reacted cautiously to the news that Gazprom might 
raise prices in 2007. He explained on March 31 that, 
according to a Belarusian-Russian agreement, “eco- 
nomic entities in both countries are to enjoy equal con- 
ditions and a price policy accord that entitles Belarus 
to gas deliveries at the rate charged for consumers in 
Russia’s fifth price zone,’ Belapan reported. 

Gazprom sells gas to its domestic customers on the 
basis of 11 regulated geographical price zones. The 
price for 1,000 cubic meters of gas in the fifth zone, 
including VAT, in March was $46.72 for nonresiden- 
tial consumers and $36.52 for residential users. Over- 
all, prices in the zones vary from $28.65 in the first 
zone to $54.81 in the 11th. This unwieldy system was 
designed to prevent a “payments crisis,” after Gazprom 
was faced with nonpayment of gas bills from domestic 
consumers in the early 1990s. 

Does this mean the era of cheap gas for Belarus is 
now coming to an end? 

Valery Karbalevich, an analyst with the independent 
Minsk-based Strategy Center for Political Analysis, 
thinks probably not. He says the Belarusian authorities 
do not seem to be overly concerned as they know that 


the country offers Russia a transit route to its Euro- 
pean markets and there is very little Gazprom can do 
to impose its will. 

Karbalevich says if the price is pushed up, the 
Belarusian authorities could just take as much Russian 
gas as they need to satisfy the country’s requirements, 
as Ukraine has done. 

“Tf Russia refuses to supply the gas, he [Lukashenka] 
will simply take the gas being transported to Europe 
and all the problems will be settled,” Karbalevich says. 

He adds that Russia has very few possibilities to pres- 
sure both Minsk and Kyiv until a pipeline under the 
Baltic Sea, which will bypass Belarus and Ukraine, is 
completed by the end of this year. 

Belarus’s current gas contract with Russia was signed 
at the height of the Ukrainian-Russian “gas war.” The 
low price for Belarus was used by Western critics as 
proof that Russia was raising gas prices for Ukraine as 
part of a policy to punish the new, pro-Western Ukrai- 
nian leadership, while subsidizing its friends in Belarus. 

Lukashenka then tried to counter Western critics who 
claimed that his country was getting cheap gas for po- 
litical reasons. 

“Belarus gets Russian gas cheaply not for friendship’s 
sake,” Lukashenka told the Russian newspaper 
“Rossiiskaya gazeta.” “We do not ask Russia to sell us 
gas for a song,” he said. Lukashenka added that the 
transit of Russian gas through Belarusian territory costs 
one-fifth to one-third less than that through Ukraine. 

Russia pays Belarus $.75 per 1,000 cubic meters per 
100 kilometers for transporting gas via the Beltranshaz 
pipeline and $0.46 per 1,000 cubic meters per 100 ki- 
lometers along the Yamal-Europe pipeline.O 

Another important factor is the ownership of the trunk 
pipelines running through Belarus. One pipeline was 
built in Soviet times and is owned by the Belarusian 
state. The second, the Yamal-Europe pipeline, will be 
completed by the end of this year and is currently run- 
ning at reduced capacity. This pipeline belongs to 
Gazprom, but the land on which it is built belongs to 
the Belarusian state and is leased to Gazprom on а long- 
term basis. 

Jan Maksymiuk, RFE/RL’s Belarus and Ukraine ana- 
lyst, says that Moscow has pushed Minsk to give up 
control of the Belarusian gas-pipeline network. 

“Moscow unambiguously indicated that it wants con- 
trol over Beltranshaz, the state-run operator of Belarus’s 
gas pipeline network. Lukashenka, who promised in 
2002 to set up a Belarusian-Russian venture to run 
Belarusian gas pipelines, backed down on his decision 
in 2004,” Maksymiuk says. “That provoked an angry 
response from Gazprom, which even cut off Belarus’s 
gas flow for one day.” 

Belarus owes Gazprom $120 million for gas debts 
run up since the 1990s. A substantial price increase for 
2007 gas deliveries could place Belarus in a difficult 
position and might force it to relinquish control over 
Beltranshaz to Russia in return for a cheaper gas price 
and the cancellation of the debt. і 

This could further upset the already shaky founda- 
tions for a union between the two countries. It could 
also raise European concerns over reliable gas deliver- 
ies through the Yamal-Europe pipeline. 

(RFE/RL’s Valentinas Mite contributed to this report.) 


Akhmetov denies seeking premiership 


(RFE/RL)—Rynat Akhmetov, who participated in 
Ukraine’s March 26 parliamentary elections on the 
Party of Regions’ candidates list, told a press confer- 
ence in Kyiv on March 30 that he is not seeking to 
become prime minister, Interfax reported. 

The Party of Regions won a plurality in the election 
and Akhmetov — the party’s main financial backer and 
Ukraine’s richest man — has frequently been named 
as a potential premier in the next government. 

Akhmetov also announced that his party wants to 
hold a national referendum on the possibility of Ukraine 
joining NATO. “As for NATO, we advocate a demo- 
cratic approach — as far as we know, 75 percent of the 
population of Ukraine is opposed to joining NATO.” 

Commenting on the Party of Regions’ intention of 
giving Russian the status of an official language in 
Ukraine, Akhmetoy said that “society needs the Rus- 


sian language and the authorities have to take this into 
account.” 

He also promised to learn Ukrainian. 

During his press conference, Akhmetov also denied 
allegations that he has a criminal past and described 
his business dealings as completely legal. 

Akhmetov owns a 90 percent stake in the Donetsk- 
based System Capital Management Corporation 
(SCM), which he founded in 2000. 

SCM controls more than 90 companies concentrated 
in the iron ore, coal, steel, and energy generation sec- 
tors, as well as interests in insurance and banking, food 
and beverage services, and hotels and hospitality. 

He said that recent rumors that he plans to sell his 
business to Russian, American, or Indian businessmen 
are not true. 

“We only acquire” he told journalists. 
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Budget deficit widens 
as tax revenue falls 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine’s budget deficit wid- 
ened significantly in the first quarter after many steel 
companies had resorted io controversial export trans- 
actions allowing them to cut tax payments, Finance 
Minister Viktor Pynzenyk said March 30. 

The growing budget gap, expected at 3 billion 
hryvnias in the first quarter, emerges as the most press- 
ing problem to confront the government that will be 
formed following the March 26 general election. 

Since most of the steel companies in question are 
based in the Donetsk region, taxation revenues from 
the region have been persistently falling and that may 
trigger reshuffling of the local government. 

“The region has been plummeting for 1.5 years now,” 
Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov told a government 
meeting in Kyiv. “We can’t just sit and watch these 
things.” 

The Donetsk region has apparently reduced overall 
tax payments to the central government by 67% on the 
year in the first quarter while corporate tax payments 
plummeted 83%, Pynzenyk said. 

Donetsk is a stronghold of the Regions Party, an op- 
position group that has scored most of votes at the elec- 
tion. 

The steel companies, some of them owned by ty- 
coons that had been financing the Regions Party, used 
controversial export transactions that had allowed them 
to cut tax payments, Pynzenyk said. 

The steelmakers have been apparently shipping steel 
to off-shore registered sister companies at lower-then- 
market prices thus artificially reducing their profits, 
allowing most of the earning to stay in off-shore banks. 

Overall, the steel and coal mining companies sent 


41% of their exports via off-shore registered compa- 
nies, while some, such as Alchevsk Steel, sent 63% of 
their exports via off-shore companies. 

“The companies are abusing the exports [transac- 
tions] by using off-shore firms,” Pynzenyk said, add- 
ing that the transaction helped the companies to lower 
tax payments by 2.5 billion hryvnias in the first quar- 
ter. 

The falling tax revenues put strain on the country’s 
budget and may force the government to cut spending 
or boost borrowing to prevent social payment arrears, 
analysts said. 

The government will also seek to replace governors 
that have failed to prevent the slump in tax revenue, 
Yekhanurov said, adding the action will probably be 
taken at a meeting April 28. 

Donetsk region governor Serhiy Chuprun will be 
under pressure as the government will send a special 
team, led by First Deputy Finance Minister Serhiy 
Romaniuk, to check why companies in the за had 
steeply reduced tax payments. 

Ukraine is supposed to run budget with a deficit of 
12.9 billion hryvnias, or 2.5% of the gross domestic 
product, in 2006, up from 10.2 billion hryvnias, or 2% 
of the GDP, in 2005. 

The government panned to use almost 25 billion 
hryvnias in proceeds from selling last year 93% stake 
in Kryvorizhstal, the country’s No. 1 steelmaker, to fi- 
nance the deficit in 2005 and in 2006. 


Yushchenko seeks economic policy roadmap 


(Ukrainian Journal)— President Viktor Yushchenko 
on April 1 urged parties seeking to form a ruling coali- 
tion to agree on a future economic policy roadmap be- 
fore deciding on who will take which post in the Cabi- 
het. 

The calls for the roadmap indicate that Yushchenko 
has been seeking a safeguard to make sure the future 
government doesn’t resort to populist policy as had been 
the case a year ago. 

“An agreement must be signed between coalition part- 
ners,” Yushchenko said in a radio address to the nation. 
“Tt will anticipate not only general principles and tasks, 
but also draft laws and concrete government steps.” 

“This agreement will have to contain clear plan of 
realization, strict timeframe for implementation and 
guarantees that the tasks will be fulfilled,” Yushchenko 
said. 

The comments suggest that Yushchenko has been 
considering re-creating the coalition between groups 
that have helped him to win the presidency in Decem- 
ber 2004, but sought guarantees that such coalition will 
not plunge into populism. 

“A year ago we had a chance to create such a coali- 
tion, but because of internal infighting and egoism, 
because of love for portfolios and the victory of popu- 
lism over sense of reason that coalition had collapsed,” 

Yushchenko said. 

The critical remarks are aimed at former Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko, Yushchenko’s former prime 


minister, whose marked turnaround towards populism 
has significantly slowed down the country’s economic 
expansion last year. 

Tymoshenko has been seeking to re-privatize up to 
3,000 companies and has been seeking to introduce 
price controls on some commodities, such as gasoline, 
meat and sugar, which had led to shortages in 2005. 

Yushchenko fired Tymoshenko from the post in Sep- 
tember 2005, but her party’s unexpectedly strong per- 
formance at the March 26 general election had helped 
to resume talks over the coalition. 

Tymoshenko, whose party beat Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukraine at the election, now seeks to quickly regain 
the job of the prime minister in the future coalition. 
But Yushchenko’s suggested plan for the roadmap 
shows that the talks over who will get what post will 
be further delayed. 

“Only after direction of movement is defined, we 
can start distribution of portfolios,” Yushchenko said. 
“Members of the coalition should decide who will be 
the most professional on this or that position.” 

Meanwhile, underscoring further split in the coali- 
tion, Tymoshenko has stepped up pressure on 
Yushchenko and Our Ukraine to form the coalition by 
setting starting to collect signatures in support of the 
coalition. 

The tent was set up in Podil district and calls on the 
people to support the coalition between groups loyal 
to Tymoshenko, Yushchenko and the Socialist Party. 


Saudi, Ukraine to set up $1bn investment firm 


By Javid Hassan 

(Arab News)—Saudi-Ukrainian relations are оп 
course for a big leap with the decision of the two gov- 
ernments to establish а US$1 billion joint investment 
company to set up joint ventures in the Kingdom and 
promote exports in third countries. 

In a joint interview with Arab News, Ukraine’s Am- 
bassador Leonid Hurianov and the Head of Trade and 
Economic Mission at the Ukraine Embassy Oleg 
Todchuk said a decision to this effect was taken at the 
second meeting of the Saudi-Ukrainian Intergovern- 
mental Committee on Trade, Economic, Scientific and 
Technical Cooperation held in Kyiv recently. 

Minister of Commerce and Industry Dr. Hashim 
Yamani led a 40-member Saudi delegation, while the 
Ukrainian side was represented by Minister of Economy 
A. Yatsenyuk. Todchuk from the Ukrainian Embassy 
was also present. 

During his four-day visit to that country, Yamani and 
his accompanying delegation had talks with the prime 
minister, the minister of economy, the minister of for- 
eign affairs and the minister of industrial policy. 


They signed two protocols for investment protection 
and investment promotion between the two countries. 
It was also decided to set up a joint shipping company 
as part of the move to beef up the bilateral trade to $1 
billion by 2007. To this end, exhibitions will be held in 
both countries to create an awareness of business po- 
tential between them. 

The ambassador said the joint investment company 
will be funded equally by businessmen from both coun- 
tries. It will function under the umbrella of the Saudi- 
Ukrainian Business Council, which will help identify 
the potential areas of cooperation for setting up joint 
ventures. While the capital input will come from the 
Kingdom, technology transfer will be facilitated by the 
Ukrainian partner of the joint business council. 

Noting that bilateral trade had soared more than ten- 
fold from $36.3 million in 2004 to $389.5 million last 
year, Ambassador Нигіапоу said the potential for fur- 
ther increasing trade was enormous. However, he 
pointed out that the balance of trade tilted heavily in 
favor of Ukraine, with Saudi exports constituting no 
more than $3 million to his country. 


Briefly 


Azerbaijan seeks to join pipeline 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Azerbaijan will seek to join a project of building a 
pipeline that would move Central Asian and Middle Eastern natural gas to 
Europe bypassing Russia, an Azeri official said March 28. Azerbaijan’s 
involvement is important as it has natural gas fields offshore the Caspian 
Sea, but the country is also vital for linking the pipeline with Turkmenistan 
and Iran, two major gas sources. 


Utility rates up 

(RFE/RL)—The government on March 30 decided to increase the price 
of gas for the general population and state-supported organizations by 25 
percent as of May 1, UNIAN reported. In May, individual consumers will 
have to pay 220 hryvnias (US$43), while budged-subsidized organiza- 
tions 360 hryvnias ($71) per 1,000 cubic meters of gas. The government 
also increased the price of electricity for individual consumers by 25 per- 
cent as of May. 


Raiffeisen to sell its Ukrainian unit 

(Ukrainian Journal Staff)— Raiffeisen International Bank AG, the biggest 
foreign lender in the former Soviet Union, said it plans to sell its Ukraine 
operations, Bloomberg reported April 5. Raiffeisen International is in talks 
to sell JSCB Raiffeisenbank Ukraine, the Vienna-based bank said in a 
statement to the Frankfurt exchange. 


VTB to boost its Ukrainian bank 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Vneshtorgbank, or VTB, a state-owned Russian 
bank, plans to invest up to $1 billion to develop its Ukrainian bank it had 
acquired earlier this year for $70 million, an official said Aprul 3. The 
investment, expected within the next two to three years, would go to de- 
velop the bank’s regional network to create one of the top five banks in 
Ukraine. 


KROES ENERGY INC. 

1840, 444 - 5th AVE SW 

CALGARY, ALBERTA T2P 278 

Ph: (403) 265-7711 «Бах: (403) 265-7733 


«СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ!» 


May the Spirit 
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the year. 


АДВОКАТИ 
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BRODA & COMPANY 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
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Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
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For appointments please call: Edmonton, АВ T5W 3N4 
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З радісним днем Христового Воскресення бажаємо 
всім нашим клієнтам, працівникам та цілому 
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Dr. Christine Fialka-Eshenko 


КАМИ У. DENTIST 
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Happy Easter! 
Христос Воскрес! 


HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 


Easter Sunday 


Brunch 


Sunday, April 16, 2006 
Entertainment 


Adults $20.95 + cst 
Seniors $18.95 + est 
Children (6-12) $11.95 + єзт 
Children (2-5) $ 7.95+6s" 


10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Reservations: 453.6504 4 


Ukrainian Evening Buffet 
Royal Coach Dining Room 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 
453.6508 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 


By Marco Levytsky 
and Lil Panylyk 

Writing pysanky has been an in- 
tegral part of Eva Tomiuk’s life for 
over 65 years. 

“T learned it from my grandmother 
and I read about it in school and it 
stays with me,” she says. 

“Tt’s important because I love it. I 
love the tradition, I love all culture, 
but my culture is most important to 
me.” 

The pysanka itself is heavily 
steeped in symbolism, says Tomiuk. 
The egg represents Christ’s Resur- 
rection. 

“The tradition is that, as long as 
the pysanka exists, the world will 
exist,” she explains. 

Tomiuk began the art of Pysanky 
(egg writing) in 1939 at the age of 
11 while still living in Ukraine. She 
continued this art while residing in 
Germany, where she was taken as a 
slave labourer during World War II. 
It was a trying period in her life 

She was 14 years old and remem- 
ber cutting hay and grain by hand 
and milking 12 cows. A farm inspec- 
tor who happened to be a Ukrainian 
intervened on her behalf and took 
her to another farm. There she 
worked as a nanny and helped a Ger- 
man woman whose husband was at 
war. One of her duties was to take 
the children to school. This gave Eva 
the opportunity to sit in on German 
language classes. Eva grew profi- 
cient in German after four years. 

In 1945, when the war had ended, 
Eva began to search for her brother 
who was in a Russian occupied 
town. When she there, she learned 
that the Soviets had already sent him 
elsewhere, and were now inquiring 
about her. That night Eva and her 
German girlfriend fled the village, 
hitch-hiking some distance to an 
American occupied zone in 
Waldkerchen. 

Eva and her friend helped look 
after German children in 
Waldkerchen. The children were 
being sent to Hamburg to be reunited 
with their German parents. The girls 
went to Hamburg to help with the 
children. In Waldkerchen Eva heard 
about the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration 
(UNRRA) camp in Passau. 

“T met my husband in Passau. He 
worked as a policeman for UNRRA. 
We were married there. He applied 
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Writing pysanky remains а 
labour of love for Tomiuk 


Eva Tomiuk being congratulated by Edmonton Mayor Stephen Mandel 


upon receiving her Hetman Award. 


for our emigration to Canada. My 
husband died 11 months later and I 
decided to go to Canada on my own. 
I knew some people in Winnipeg 
and I had relatives in Alberta.” 

Eva arrived in Chicoutimi, Que. 
in 1948. She worked for a French 
Canadian family for eight months. 
In the spring of 1949 she went to 
Winnipeg. That same year she met 
and married her second husband, 
Don Tomiuk. 

Eva and Don made their home in 
Winnipeg where their three children 
were born. She belonged to the lo- 
cal church women’s organization 
where she taught Ukrainian embroi- 
dery, a craft she had learned from 
her grandmother. Eva found the ex- 
perience to be both challenging and 
rewarding. 

In August 1962, the Tomiuks 
moved to Edmonton when Don was 
transferred by his employer. Their 
fourth child was born in Edmonton. 
Eva began Ukrainian embroidery 
classes with the St. Josephat’s 
Branch of the UCWLC. She was de- 
termined to share her love for Ukrai- 
nian culture with others. Since then, 
she has dedicated her time to teach- 
ing people the art of pysanky, em- 
broidery and traditional bread mak- 
ing. 

Eva’s pysanky have won numer- 
ous awards including first place in 


the Vegreville Festival and the Ca- 
nadian National Dauphin Festival in 
Manitoba. She has designed eggs for 
a variety of dignitaries including 
Queen Elizabeth, Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana, the late Pope John 
Paul П, the Cardinals Josef Slipyj 
and Lubachivsky, and the late Bish- 
ops Neil Savarynand Demetrius 
Greschuk, just to name a few. She 
has demonstrated her arts on the 
Martha Stewart Show and hosted a 
one week workshop at EXPO 86 in 
Vancouver. Over 200 people from 
around the world participated in the 
workshop, taking a piece of the 
Ukrainian culture with them to their 
native land. 

Her most recent exhibit was held 
at Edmonton’s Muttart Conserva- 
tory, April 8-9. 

As a tribute to Eva’s consistent 
contribution to the enrichment of the 
city’s culture, she was nominated for 
Edmonton’s Woman of the Year in 
1982. She also received the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress Hetman 
Award in October of last year. 

Despite her advancing years, 
Tomiuk continues to teach her 
courses and practice her arts. It’s be- 
come a labour of love. 

“As long as I can do it, I will keep 
up the tradition - as well as the cul- 
ture and our Ukrainian identity, she 
says. 


Some of Eva’s Pysanky displayed. 


Ruslana ready to take her seat 


(Forum) — Winner ої Eurovision-2004, national artist of Ukraine Ruslana 
Lyzhychko is ready to suspend her concert activity in order to serve in 


Parliament. 


“J am ready to change my schedule radically to attend all sessions of the 


Verkhovna Rada. I may even stop my career, 


view to newspaper “Details”. 


" said Lyzhychko in an inter- 


Among her legislative priorities she named support of the arts, job place- 
ment for students and protection of intellectual property rights. 
Ruslana was number five on the Our Ukraine ticket. 


